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What do you remember from your own MFL lessons at school?

Why?

Starters Plenaries and AFL

Starters… or hooking them in

Draw the pupils in, awaken curiosity, limber up the brain for learning!!

Pass the parcel-play 3 ways!

Non related starter-what about brain teasers??-see next slide

Mini whiteboard game-here is the answer, what is the question

Post it note challenge

Keep flashing vocab on the screen as they enter

Dominoes

Word races

Marking of work from another class

Jokes / proverbs

Dump it down

Work out the aim

Races

Think of 10 words …..(family, pets, weather)

LATERAL THINKING 
ACTIVITY 
– daily challenge. 

Q11 – PICK ‘N’ MIX
RATING 2 POINTS

Charlie Chew works at the pick ‘n’ mix sweet counter of his local shop every Saturday. He is fit and healthy, 21 years old, 2 metres tall, has a 112cm chest and wears size 12 shoes. What does he normally weigh?

Q15 – WINNING WAYS
RATING 3 POINTS

Andy and Tim go to their tennis club and play three tennis matches. Both win and lose an equal number of matches. Given that there cannot be a draw in tennis, how is this possible?

AFL..assessment FOR learning NOT of learning

             4 Key principles of AFL

Pupils know WHAT they will learn

HOW they will learn 

HOW they will be assessed and

HOW to meet criteria for assessment

Remember..

Review the learning constantly in the lesson

Bring the pupils back, then let them go

Focus, diffuse, focus, diffuse….

Plenaries

Plenaries DO NOT happen on the way out of the classroom

Plenaries

Assessing pupils whilst the lesson is in motion:

-STOP pupils if necessary

-Listen to them, record their conversations

-Mark each others work

-Number pupils at start-ask all odd numbered pupils a question at various points

-Create a mini plenary every 15 minutes

-Give timed challenges ‘In 10 mins we’ll be reporting back’

-Give surprise mini tests

- ‘Our teacher keeps on stopping us all the time. You really have to concentrate’’

In any outstanding lesson there has to be…

enjoyment and progress which is tangible

Flashes of Brilliance

Recording a pupil on tape

‘Miss, I’ve finished’ Give them a medal!

Music for atmosphere /songs

Putting a background on screen and pupils perform something in that ‘place’

Giving them a ‘buddy’ to work with for whole lesson

Playing any team game

You bring in ‘real things’ they can touch and see

Memory games-lets do one now-take your post its!

Look into my eyes questions

Play ‘stations’- key questions stuck to wall-they go around in pairs and try to answer them in a note book/mini whiteboard

Get personal! Bring in something of yours which relates to your teaching

Younger pupils-’heads down eyes closed’ now listen to my voice

Pupils out of seats-sit with someone new or move around room whilst learning

Play dough

Window markers

Group talk




THE TRUTH ABOUT LANGUAGEs


Firstly…LANGUAGES….
some facts!!

Doesn’t everyone speak English?

NO

Around 75% of the world’s population speaks no English at all

Yet 60% of British trade is with non-English speaking markets

But I won’t work abroad.

Maybe not but more and more employers are looking for staff with language qualifications

Some are hiring staff from abroad because of a shortage here

Isn’t Britain the most visited country?

NO

More tourists visit France than any other country in the world

What about Spain?

30 million Britains a year visit Spain

Only some Spanish speak English

Grammar

Cardinal numbers- use Maths in TL

Ordinal numbers- use dice games

Dates and times-use stand up sit down game

Listening Practice

Do the same listening task several times (as they move up a grade each time)

Do listening every week

Try past exam papers with ALL pupils- takes the ‘fear’ away

Create a success chart or board for listening marks

‘Speaking’

                     Ideas for increasing confidence:

Something different-change one detail in each sentence

Tell a story-give pupils 50 words they must use in a story

Talk for one minute

Public speaking in TL-put easy topics in a bag

Reading practice

Use the same text for whole class but vary the questions for different abilities

Ask pupils which level of text they would like to attempt

Do past papers with all classes regularly

Deconstruct difficult texts

Read out loud and stop at various points ..pupils say out loud the next word.. then you carry on

Use reading exam papers to show pupils synonyms , word families etc

Writing practice 

Try BIG writing

Provide models of what you expect, particularly work from ex pupils if possible

Give them the criteria from the entrance exam and ask them to critique their own work

Make writing a gradual ,non threatening process..

‘We cannot write a 200 word essay this lesson but we can produce 50 words’

Pass it on –write 3 lines- pass it on-your neighbour add a line- pass it on

Spend your words-give them 10 keys words-they have a time limit and must write a piece in TL using all 10 words

Remember this?

What will pupils remember when they leave school?

Puppet show

Films, Cartoons, how about a film club?

French breakfast

Competitions

Games

Prizes 

Fashion show

Short presentations to peers (  being the teacher, teaching each other)

Create their own songs to remember key information

Props- doctors coats, fruit and veg, baby clothes

Colourful display- draw their attention to it

Stickers letters / postcards home

Teaching at another school- younger children

Surveys – ask other teachers in the school 5 basic questions- can you answer the following 5 questions in French?

Cooking in the TL

Good Practice in Revision

SHOW pupils How to revise

LOOK COVER WRITE CHECK  do this in class with year7

Show them how to use visual learning at home

Use colours – RED for this is hard-ORANGE for this is OK- GREEN for this is easy

Show them how to condense and expand notes they have in their books

How to make diagrams and flow charts to help with revision at home

Encourage them to put post it notes on their bedroom walls to learn extra vocabulary

Model Revision techniques in the classroom

     Memory Booster

    Think of 10 key words in your subject

    Write them on a post it note

    Swap them with a partner

    Read them out loud

    Underline any silly ones

    Put the post it note on your back

    Take a new post it note and write yours and your partners words from memory

Leading your pupils 

Harder work for younger  pupils 

Link the speaking with the writing

Study trip for pupils

Small groups where possible

Use ex pupils to raise aspirations

Make regular contact with parents-tell them their child is brilliant!!!

Enter borderline pupils for higher papers

Focus on exam technique right from the start

REVISE REVISE REVISE

Leading your staff

Openly praise and thank staff

Publish their achievements

‘Drop in’ to lessons often

Pair up staff strategically

Put the right teacher with the right group

Give staff responsibility to suit their strengths

Encourage sharing of resources weekly

Maintain an ‘open door’ policy in YOUR classroom

Final thoughts

The jobs our pupils will have in the future have not been invented yet

Teachers make a difference

Teaching is complex

Improvisation is as important as planning

Intelligence is not fixed

Effort is as important as ability

We all learn in different ways

Learning is messy

And finally

‘A child’s mind is not a vessel to be filled, but rather a fire to be kindled.

Did you light any fires this week?

Keep in touch

sarasullivan9@btinternet.com
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