The Ashcombe School: Possible elements to consider when selecting new GCSE specification

SUBJECT

What courses are available with which boards?

RANGE from which you can choose:

AQA
http://www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce.php

CCEA
http://www.ccea.org.uk/gcse_specifications/

Edexcel
http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gcse/gcse09/Pages/default.aspx

OCR
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/1419changes/gcse/index.html#list

WJEC
http://www.wjec.co.uk/index.php?subject=30&level=7&imageField2.x=22&imageField2.y=16

NETWORK ADVICE

Advice from networks (e.g. knowing likely cohort taking exam private / state).  Could be worth checking out your subject networks e.g LA / on the TES staffroom:

http://www.tes.co.uk/staffroom.aspx?navcode=206

SUITABILITY FOR THE COHORT

What is the entry profile typically for this board?  (Some boards are particularly popular in the independent sector.  This can affect the distribution of grades).

EXAMINATON PERIODS AVAILABLE

When are the assessment times?  Are there opportunities for re-takes?

SUPPORT FROM THE BOARD

Are there useful teacher handbooks /. Resources?

Are there useful student handouts / resources?

Is there a useful website?

How approachable are the staff?

How efficient are the staff?

RESOURCES

Is there a specific text book for the course?  If so, do you like the publishing house track record / authors?

CONTENT

Does the content allow for progression / continuity within your school curriculum planning?

(e.g vocational / creative / ICT-rich)

SKILLS

Is the weighting of the skills a factor for choosing a board?

ASSESSMENT FEATURES:

Criteria – do these reflect the grade descriptors of the subject criteria? Are they clearly expressed and understandable such that your dept could  easily moderate using the criteria? (and could you easily explain them to the pupils?) 

External assessments – sample papers 

· commentary on nature of stimulus / response type expected  - are these well thought out and appropriate for the full range? (esp thought about possibility for differentiation) 

· Commentary on validity & reliability -  are they fair and  well thought out -designed to help candidates show what they know, understand and can do?

· options for administering- are these attractive fro the school? (e.g. optional / compulsory on-line activities etc)

· time allocation + marks – how do they compare with each other?  (e.g. shorter tests may not give as much opportunity to show what you know understand and can do ..)

· marks (as above)

Controlled assessment: - what are the control mechanisms for each stage of the controlled assessment

· how practical are they to enforce?

· how might they affect candidate performance?

It may be helpful to use the grid at the bottom of this sheet …

· Task Setting : nature of task – length – timing - teacher role – flexibility - – Stage 1 preparation allowed?

· Task Taking [what are the controlled conditions?  Access to reference? Stage 2 – specific preparation – Stage 3: test]

· Task Marking [Criteria easy to apply? - Moderation procedures] 

CONTROL
Task Setting
Task Taking

Could be divided into 

(a) preparation following issue of task

(b) final taking
Task Marking

Level of board control (low/medium/high)

[who controls the element? Low =    Teacher Medium = , Teacher and Board (e.g. teacher can adapt what board suggests) High = board totally controls




Guidance / feedback control (how much can the teacher say / do?)




Authenticity control (how supervised / avoid plagiarism)




Time limit control (how long for preparation / taking)




Collaboration control (any possibility of working with other pupils?)




Resource control (what can they prepare / take with them into the final assessment?)




COST

How much is the qualification?
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