Le Tour de France - sources

You tube page with links to 11 videos, including

3D tour

Vue du ciel

A votre Tour (promotion for children with captions pour + infinitive)

Clips from previous years (2001-2006)

Exploit as 'background' as pupils come into lesson.
http://www.youtube.com/user/letourdefrance

Official site

Loads of great links:

Parcours - animation flash - this builds up th eroute, then there a links to different sections for mor detailed info on the towns, the routes etc
http://www.letour.fr/

Info on GB's involvement - editorial from Mayor Livingstone!
http://www.letour.fr/2007/TDF/COURSE/fr/grand_depart_2007.html

Wikipedia:Detailed info in EWnglish - gp dfor a quick scan if you are a beginner!


About French - vocabulary list
http://french.about.com/od/vocabulary/a/cycling.htm

http://french.about.com/od/vocabulary/a/cycling.htm

French Vocabulary Related to Cycling and the Tour de France


Whether you love cycling or just watching competitions like the Tour de France, you'll want to learn some French vocabulary related to cycling.




le cyclisme 
cycling, biking

People and Riders


un commissaire 
referee who travels by car

un coureur 
rider, cyclist

un cycliste 
rider, cyclist

un directeur sportif 
manager

un domestique 
support rider

un échappé 
breakaway

une équipe 
team

un peloton 
pack, bunch

un poursuivant 
chaser

un rouleur 
smooth and steady rider

un soigneur 
rider's assistant

Equipment


un bidon 
water bottle

un casque 
helmet

une crevaison 
flat, puncture

un dossard 
number on rider's uniform

un maillot 
jersey

une musette 
feed bag

un pneu 
tyre

un pneu crevé
flat tyre

une roue 
wheel

un route 
road

un vélo de course 
racing bike

une voiture balai 
broom wagon

Tracks and Courses


une borne kilométrique ~
milestone (literally, a kilometer marker)

un col 
mountain pass

une côte 
hill, slope

une course 
race

une course par étapes 
stage race

une descente 
downward slope

une étape 
stage, leg

la flamme rouge 
red marker at 1 kilometer from finish

une montagne 
mountain

une montée 
upward slope

un parcours 
route

une piste 
track

Standings and Scoring


la bonification 
bonus points

le classement 
standings

contre la montre 
time trial

la lanterne rouge 
last rider

le maillot à pois 
polka dot jersey (worn by best climber)

le maillot blanc
white jersey (worn by best rider under 25)

le maillot jaune 
yellow jersey (worn by overall leader)

le maillot vert 
green jersey (worn by leader in points)

Verbs


accélérer 
to accelerate

attaquer 
to attack, spurt ahead

changer d'allure 
to change pace

changer de vitesse 
to shift gears

courir 
to ride

dépasser 
to overtake

déraper 
to slip, skid

s'échapper 
to b reak away

prendre la tête 
to take the lead

ralentir 
to slow down

rouler 
to ride




Wikipedia entry:http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tour_de_Francehttp://www.letour.fr/2007/TDF/COURSE/fr/index.html

The Tour de France is the world's best-known cycling race, a three week long road race that covers a circuit of most areas around France, and sometimes neighbouring countries. The race is broken into stages from one town to another, each of which is an individual race. The time taken by cyclists to complete each stage becomes a cumulative total in order to decide the outright winner at the end of the Tour.

Together with the Giro d'Italia (Tour of Italy) and Vuelta a España (Tour of Spain), the Tour de France is one of the three major stage races and the longest of the Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI) calendar at three weeks each. While the other two European Grand Tours are well-known in Europe, they are relatively unknown outside the continent, and even the UCI World Cycling Championship is familiar only to cycling enthusiasts. The Tour de France, in contrast, has long been a household sporting name around the globe, known even to those not generally interested in cycling.

As with most cycling races, competitors enter as part of a team. The race normally consists of 20-22 teams of 9 riders each. Traditionally, entry in the Tour de France is extended to teams by invitation only, with invitations being granted only to the best of the world's professional teams. Each team, known by the name of its primary sponsor, wears distinctive jerseys and assists one another, and has access to a shared 'team car' (a mobile version of the pit crews seen in auto racing). However, most scoring is individual, and no substitution is permitted.

History and background

The Tour was founded as a publicity event for the newspaper L'Auto (predecessor to the present l'Équipe) by its editor, Henri Desgrange, to surpass the Paris-Brest et retour ride (also sponsored by L'Auto).[1] The idea for a round-France stage race came from one of Desgrange's youngest journalists, Georges Lefèvre, with whom Desgrange had lunch at what is now the TGI Friday bar in Montmartre in Paris on November 20, 1902. L'Auto announced the race on January 19, 1903. It proved a great success for the newspaper; increasing circulation from 25,000 before the 1903 Tour to 65,000 after it; in 1908 the race boosted circulation past a quarter of a million, and during the 1923 Tour it was selling 500,000 copies a day. The record circulation claimed by Desgrange was 854,000, achieved during the 1933 Tour.[2] Today, the Tour is organized by the Société du Tour de France, a subsidiary of Amaury Sport Organisation (ASO), which is part of the media group that owns l'Équipe.
The Early Tour had only 6 stages and there were not breaks for sleep. The riders were expected to ride through the night.[3]
The Tour is a "stage race" divided into a number of stages, each being a race held over one day. The time each rider takes to complete each stage is recorded and accumulated. Riders are often awarded time bonuses as well as their prizes for finishing well. Riders who finish in the same group are awarded the same time. Two riders are said to have finished in the same group if there is less than the length of a bike between them. A rider who crashes in the last three kilometres is given the time of the group in which he would have otherwise finished. The ranking of riders by accumulated time is known as the General Classification. The winner is the rider with the least accumulated time after the final day. It is possible to win the overall race without winning any individual daily stages (which Greg LeMond did in 1990). Winning a stage is considered a great achievement, more prestigious than winning most single day races. Although the number of stages has varied, the modern Tour has consisted of about 20 stages and a total length of 3,000 to 4,000km (1,864 to 2,486 miles). There are subsidiary competitions within the race (see below), some with distinctive jerseys for the best rider.

Today, the Tour is contested by teams heavily backed by commercial sponsors but the event began for individuals; slipstreaming and other team tactics were savagely condemned by Desgrange and he accepted their inevitability only during the 1920s. Even when commercial teams had become commonplace in other events, the Tour was still contested by national teams from 1930 to 1961 and again in 1967 and 1968, in both cases because the organisers felt that commercial sponsors were detracting from the sporting purity of the race.

Most stages take place in France though it is common to have stages in nearby countries, such as Italy, Spain, Switzerland, Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, the Netherlands, Ireland, and Great Britain (visited in 1974 and 1994 and start of the 2007 tour). The three weeks usually includes two rest days, sometimes used to transport riders long distances between stages.

In recent years, the Tour has been preceded by a short individual time trial (1 to 15km) called the prologue. Since 1975, the traditional finish of the Tour has been in Paris on the Champs-Élysées, the only time the city's most symbolic avenue is closed other than for the processions of July 14, the national holiday. Prior to 1975, the race finished at the Parc des Princes stadium in western Paris.

Stages of the Tour can be flat, undulating or mountainous. They are normally contested by all the riders starting together with the first over the line being accorded the victory, but they can also be run as races against the clock for individuals or teams. The time-trials often have a very significant effect on the overall outcome because they separate riders by substantial margins, whereas in some conventional stages the participants finish packed together or in a few large groups. The overall winner is almost always a master of the mountain stages and time trials, rather than the more straightforward flat stages.

The race alternates each year between clockwise and counter-clockwise circuits of France. For example, 2005 was a clockwise direction Tour — visiting the Alps first and then the Pyrenees — while the 2006 race went in the opposite direction. For the first half of its history, the Tour was a near-continuous loop, often running close to France's borders. Rules intended to restrict drug-taking have, since the 1960s, limited the overall distance, the daily distance and the number of days raced consecutively, and the modern Tour frequently skips between one city or one region and another.

A feature of the Tour almost from the start has been those stages which take place in the mountains, which are physically very arduous to ride at speed. The roads that climb them are now in good condition but at first they were no more than tracks of hard-packed earth on which riders frequently had to get off and push their bicycles. Even into the 1950s and 1960s, the road at the summit of mountains could be potholed and strewn with small rocks, and falls and serious injuries were quite common.

Mountain passes such as the Tourmalet in the Pyrenees have been made famous by the Tour de France and they attract large numbers of amateur cyclists every day in summer, anxious to test their own speed and fitness on roads used by the champions. The physical difficulty of climbs is established in a complex formula that rates a mountain by its steepness, its length and its position on the course. The easiest climbs are graded 4, most of the hardest as 1 and the exceptional (such as the Tourmalet) as unclassified, or "hors-catégorie".

Some recur almost annually. The most famous hors-catégorie peaks include the Col du Tourmalet, Mont Ventoux, Col du Galibier, the climb to the ski resort of Hautacam, and Alpe d'Huez.

From 1984 to 2003 there was a race called La Grande Boucle Féminine Internationale, often considered Tour de France for women.

[edit] Tour directors

· 1903 to 1939 Henri Desgrange 

· 1947 to 1961 Jacques Goddet 

· 1962 to 1986 Jacques Goddet and Félix Lévitan 

· 1987 to 1988 Jean-François Naquet-Radiguet 

· 1988 to 1989 Jean-Pierre Courcol 

· 1989 to 2005 Jean-Marie Leblanc 

· 2005 to present Christian Prudhomme 

[edit] Famous stages

Since 1975, the final stage always finishes on the Champs-Élysées in Paris, which is cobbled, making it difficult to cycle, though not as hard as the Paris-Roubaix. The race takes multiple turns over the avenue, which is lined with enormous crowds. This stage is not usually competitive in terms of the overall lead since it is a flat sprinters' stage, and the leader is likely to have a sufficiently large margin to be unchallengeable. There have been exceptions, however. In 1987, with the Irish rider Stephen Roche leading the Spaniard Pedro Delgado by only 40 seconds, Delgado broke away from the peloton on the Champs-Élysées, threatening to snatch victory at the last minute. In the end he was caught, he and Roche both finished in the peloton, and Roche thereby won the Tour.

In 1989 the Tour organizers returned to holding a time trial as the final stage. In it, Greg LeMond of the United States overtook the Frenchman Laurent Fignon, who held a 50-second lead, to win by eight seconds, the closest margin in the Tour's history

The particularly tough climb of Alpe d'Huez is a favourite, providing a stage finish in most Tours. In 2004, in another experiment, the mountain time trial ended at Alpe d'Huez. This seems less likely to be repeated, following complaints of abusive spectator behavior from the riders.[4]

HYPERLINK  \l "_note-3"
[5] Another famous mountain stage is the climb of the Mont Ventoux, often claimed to be the hardest climb in the Tour due to the harsh conditions there. The Tour usually features only one of these two climbs in a year.

To host a stage start or finish brings prestige and business to a town. The prologue and first stage are particularly prestigious. Usually one town will host the prologue (which is too short to go between towns) and also the start of stage 1. In some years, like 2005, there is no prologue. The Tour alternates between starting inside and outside France; the first few stages often go into or start in a neighbouring country.

[edit] Prize money

Since the first Tour in 1903, prize money is awarded. From a total 20.000 francs the first year, the total amount of prize money increases each year. Prizes and bonuses are awarded according to the classification in each stage and the overall classifications at the end of the race. A smaller amount is paid to teams as participation expense or presence bonus. In 2006, a total of over €3,000,000 ($3,958,796) was awarded, the winner of the individual general classification receiving €450,000 ($593,819).[6] Notwithstanding these increasing amounts, the importance of the prize money decreased through the years, as riders are well paid by their employers -the cycling teams- by contract.

[edit] Physical rigour

"The Tour de France is arguably the most physiologically demanding of athletic events. The distance and time of the Tour is comparable to running a marathon several days a week for nearly three weeks. The vertical distance climbed traversing the Alps and Pyrenees is equivalent to climbing three Everests. Participants consume and burn as much as 10,000 calories per day."[7]
[edit] Classification jerseys

Apart from the overall competition of winning the Tour, each race has two further classifications: the points and the mountain competitions. Tallied at the end of each stage, the current leaders of the three competitions are required to wear a distinctive jersey next day. Jerseys are awarded in a ceremony after each stage, sometimes before trailing riders have finished the stage. When a single rider is entitled to more than one jersey, he wears the most prestigious and the second-placed rider in each of the other classifications wears the corresponding jersey. For example, in the first week it is common for the overall classification (yellow jersey) and points (sprint) competition (green jersey) to be led by the same rider. In this case the leading rider will wear the yellow jersey and the rider placed second in the points competition will wear the green jersey.

The Tour's jersey colours have been adopted by other cycling stage races, and have thus come to have meaning within cycling generally, rather than solely in the Tour. For example, the Tour of Britain has yellow, green, and polka-dot jerseys with the same meaning as in the Tour de France. The Giro d’Italia differs in awarding the overall leader a pink jersey, having been organized and sponsored by La Gazzetta dello Sport, an Italian sports daily newspaper with pink pages.

Overall leader

Main article: maillot jaune
The maillot jaune (yellow jersey), which is worn by the general classification (or overall time) leader, is the most prized. It is awarded by calculating the total combined race time up to that point for each rider. The rider with the lowest total time is the leader, and at the end of the event is declared the overall winner of the Tour. Desgrange added the yellow jersey in 1919 because he wanted the race leader to wear something distinctive and because the pages of his magazine, L'Auto, were yellow.[8] Additional time bonuses, in the form of a number of seconds to be deducted from the rider's overall time, are available to the first 3 riders to finish the stage or cross an intermediate sprint (see below). As of 2005, the first 3 places to finish are awarded bonuses of 20, 12, and 8 seconds respectively, while the first 3 places at intermediate sprints are awarded 6, 4, and 2 seconds. However, these bonuses are rarely significant enough to cause major upset in the classement géneral (General Classification).

Sometimes a rider takes the overall lead during a stage and gets sufficiently far ahead of the yellow jersey wearer his current lead is greater than his time deficit to the yellow jersey in the general classification; when this happens, this rider may be referred to as being "the yellow jersey on the road". Obviously, no jerseys can be exchanged in this situation, which is why in some other languages the leading rider is referred to as the "virtual yellow".

Points classification
Main article: maillot vert
The maillot vert (green jersey) is awarded for sprint points. At the end of each stage, points are earned by the riders who finish first, second, etc. The number of points for each place and the number of riders rewarded varies depending on the stage - flat stages give 35 points down to 1 point for 25th; medium mountain stages give 25 points down to 1 for 20th; high mountain stages give 20 points down to 1 for the 15th. This is because, generally speaking, the more mountainous a stage is, the less likely is a sprint finish between many riders. Points are also awarded for individual time trials: 15 for the winner down to 1 for 10th. Additional points are available for sprints along the route, often two or three times a day, with the idea of pepping up the race.

King of the Mountains

Main article: Polka dot jersey
The "King of the Mountains" wears a white jersey with red dots (maillot à pois rouges), referred to as the "polka dot jersey" and inspired by a jersey that the former organiser, Félix Lévitan saw while at the Vélodrome d'Hiver track in Paris in his youth. The vivid design of red dots on a white background is not popular with riders.

The competition is calculated by points awarded to the first riders at the top of designated hills and mountains, the greatest number of points being awarded for the hardest ascents. Although the best climber was first recognised in 1933, the jersey was not introduced until 1975.

Other classifications

There are three lesser classifications, though only one awards the leader with a jersey. The maillot blanc (white jersey) is for the best-placed rider less than 25 years old on January 1 of the year the Tour is ridden.

The "prix de combativité" goes to the rider who has done most to animate the day's racing, usually by trying to break clear of the field. The rider with most points wears a number printed white-on-red instead of black-on-white. At the end of the Tour, an award is given to the rider who was thought to be the most aggressive bike racer throughout the entire three week tour.

The team prize is assessed by adding the times of each team's best three riders each day. The competition does not have its own jersey but since 2006 the leading team has worn numbers printed black-on-yellow instead of black-on-white. The number of riders in a team has varied widely but is now normally nine. Until 1930, teams represented countries, groups of countries or French regions. From 1930, but with the exception of 1967 and 1968 when there was a return to geographical teams, riders have been entered by commercial teams.

As in all road races, national and world champions wear not their ordinary team colours but their world or national championship jerseys when competing in the appropriate race: the time-trial champion in the time-trial, the road race in massed stages.

[edit] Historical jerseys

Previously, there was a red jersey for the standings in non-stage-finish sprints: points were awarded to the first three riders to pass two or three intermediate points during the stage. These sprints also scored points towards the green jersey and bonus seconds towards the overall classification, as well as cash prizes offered by the residents of the area where the sprint took place. The sprints remain, with all these additional effects, the most significant now being the points for the green jersey. The red jersey was abolished in 1989.[citation needed]
There was also a combination jersey, scored on a points system based on standings for the yellow, green, red, and polka-dot jerseys. The design was a patchwork, with areas resembling each individual jersey design. This was abolished in the same year as the red jersey.

[edit] Stages

Mass-start stages

In an ordinary stage, all riders start simultaneously and share the road. The real start (départ réel) usually is some 2 to 5 km (1 to 3 miles) away from the starting point, and is announced by the Tour director in the officials' car waving a white flag.

Riders are permitted to touch (but not push or nudge) and to shelter behind each other, in slipstream (see drafting). The rider who crosses the finish line first wins. In the first week of the Tour, this often leads to spectacular mass sprints.

While only finishers are awarded sprint points, all riders finishing in an identifiable group (with no significant gap to the rider in front, as determined by race officials) are deemed to have finished the stage in the same time as the lead rider of that group for overall classification purposes. This avoids what would otherwise be dangerous mass sprints. It is not unusual for the entire field to finish in a single group, taking some time to cross the line, but being credited with the same time as the stage winner.

Time bonuses are awarded at some intermediate sprints and stage finishes to the first three riders who reach the specified point. These bonuses generally are a maximum of 20 seconds, and can allow a good sprinter to qualify for the yellow jersey early in the Tour.

Riders who crash within the last 3 kilometres of the stage are credited with the finishing time of the group that they were with when they crashed [1]

HYPERLINK "/wiki/Portable_Document_Format"
PDF (223 KiB). This prevents riders from being penalised for accidents that do not accurately reflect their performance on the stage as a whole given that crashes in the final kilometre can be huge pileups that are hard to avoid for a rider farther back in the peloton. A crashed sprinter inside the final kilometre will not win the sprint, but avoids being penalised in the overall classification. The final kilometre is indicated in the race course by a red triangular pennant - known as the flamme rouge - raised above the road.

Some ordinary stages take place in the mountains, almost always causing major shifts in the General Classification. On ordinary stages that do not have extended mountain climbs, most riders can manage to stay together in the peloton all the way to the finish; during mountain stages, however, it is not uncommon for some riders to lose 40 minutes to the winner of the stage. The so called mountain stages are often the deciding factor in determining the winner of the Tour de France. With the exception of the now traditional finish at the Champs-Elysées all famous stages, like Alpe d'Huez and Mont Ventoux, are mountain stages, and these often bring out the most spectators who line up the roads by the thousands to cheer and encourage the cyclists and support their favorites.

[edit] Individual time trials

See also: Individual time trial and Time trialist 

In an individual time trial each rider rides individually. The first stage of the tour is often a short time trial known as a prologue. Here, riders start in reverse order of race number, meaning the weakest rider on the lowest ranked team will be first off, with the final rider being the defending champion, wearing Number 1. If the winner of the previous year does not take part, number 1 will be given to the first rider of the team of the former champion. The prologue is to decide who wears yellow on the opening day, and provide a spectacle for the organising city.

There are usually three or four time trials during the Tour. One may be a team time trial (see below). Traditionally the final time trial has been the penultimate stage, and effectively determines the winner before the final ordinary stage which is not ridden competitively until the last hour. On a few occasions, the race organisers made the final stage into Paris a time trial. The most recent occasion on which this was done, in 1989, yielded the closest ever finish in Tour history, when Greg LeMond beat Laurent Fignon by eight seconds overall. Fignon wore the yellow jersey for the final stage, with a lead of 50 seconds, and was beaten by LeMond's superior time trial performance. LeMond's unusual handlebars which placed his forearms close together and reduce wind resistance, and his streamlined helmet, were considered a major factor in his victory.[citation needed]
[edit] Team time trial

See also: Team time trial 

Often in the first week of the Tour there is a team time trial (TTT), in which each team rides together without interference from competing teams. The team time is determined by the fifth rider to cross the line; all riders ahead of the fifth rider, and those finishing within one bike length of each other, are awarded this same time. Riders who finish more than one bike-length behind their respective teams are awarded their own individual times.

The TTT has been criticized for strongly favoring strong teams and handicapping strong riders in weaker teams. To address this criticism, the 2004 and 2005 editions of the Tour limited the maximum team time difference relative to the fastest team, according to the team rankings on the stage. The following table indicates the maximum time penalty added to the winning team's time that a team will receive, according to its team time placing. However, this does not apply to riders finishing behind their own teams, and does not protect riders in case of crashing in the last kilometre, unlike during normal stages.

For example, a team that finishes in 14th place, six minutes behind the winning team, would lose only two minutes and 20 seconds in the General Classification relative to the winners of the TTT. If the team time had been 2:13 behind the winning team, then the team time will be 2:13 assuming that this were still the 14th place.

The most recent TTT was held in 2005.

Culture 

The Tour is popular and important for the cycling fans in France and in Europe. Millions of spectators line the route every year, some having camped a week in advance to get the best views. A recognizable part of the crowd each day is Didi Senft who, dressed in a red devil costume, has been known as the Tour de France devil or El Diablo since 1993. The inspiration for the costume is attributed to the final kilometre of each Tour stage, indicated by a red triangle suspended over the road.

In the hours before the riders pass, a carnival atmosphere prevails. Any amateur cyclist is free to attempt the course on his bicycle in the morning, after which begins a garish cavalcade of advertising vehicles blaring music and tossing hats, souvenirs, sweets and free samples . As word passes that the riders are approaching, the fans sometimes encroach on the road until they are an arm’s length from the riders.

[edit] Customs

The riders temper their competitiveness and enthusiasm with an elaborate but unwritten code of conduct. When possible, a rider is allowed to lead the race through his home village or on his birthday. It is considered unsporting to attack a leading rider delayed by a mechanical breakdown or other misfortune, one who is eating in the feed zone or one who is enjoying un besoin naturel (roughly translated to "a natural need", referring to urinating). Not sticking to these customs can lead to animosity. Unless the final stage is a time trial, or the gap between the top two is extremely close, riders generally do not attack on the final stage, leaving the leader to bask in the glory of winning.

The rider ranked last in the general classification, who may wind up in Paris with an overall time five or more hours slower than that of the winner, is called the lanterne rouge. Such was the sympathy shown to the last rider in the past that he could command higher fees in other races than riders who finished better. This custom has died along with the round-the-houses races one run off all over France in the weeks after the Tour.

[edit] Terminology

Further information: Bicycling terminology 

Much of the terminology used to describe the Tour de France is used in bicycle racing across the world. Terms specific to the Tour de France include:

Flamme rouge ("red kite") 

The red pennant hanging as close as possible to a kilometre from the finish. 

Lanterne rouge 

Meaning "red lantern" (as found at the end of a rail train), the name for the overall last-place rider. 

Voiture balai 

The "broom wagon" follows the race to collect riders who cannot continue. Some riders prefer to be picked up by their team's car instead. Riders are generally expected to finish the race within 10–12 percent of the winner’s time or risk being dropped from the tour. 

[edit] Films

A casual fan, Scott Coady attended the 2000 Tour de France with the aim to follow the entire Tour de France with a handheld video camera. By chance, he got a press accreditation and went on to make The Tour Baby! which has gained cult status among cyclists. He made the film to benefit the Lance Armstrong Foundation raising more than $160,000 for the foundation.[9]
In 2005, two films chronicled the efforts of a single team competing in the Tour de France. The German film Höllentour, translated as "Hell on Wheels" in English, records the Tour in 2003, the centenary year, from the perspective of Team Telekom. The film was directed by Pepe Danquart who won an Academy Award for Live Action Short Film in 1993 for Black Rider (Schwarzfahrer).[10] Also released was Danish film Overcoming by Tómas Gislason, which records the 2004 Tour de France from the perspective of Team CSC.

One of the most famous films about the Tour is Vive Le Tour by Louis Malle. This 18 minute short takes a humorous look at the 1962 edition. The 1965 Tour was filmed by Claude Lelouch in Pour un Maillot Jaune. This 30 minute documentary contains no narration and relies on the sights and sounds of the Tour itself.

A movie based on Lance Armstrong's career is currently in a pre-production stage.

· Höllentour at the Internet Movie Database 

· Overcoming at the Internet Movie Database 

· Vive Le Tour at the Internet Movie Database 

· Pour un Maillot Jaune at the Internet Movie Database 

In fiction, the plot of the 2003 cartoon "Les Triplettes de Belleville" (The Triplets of Belleville) ties into the Tour De France.

· Triplettes de Belleville, Les at the Internet Movie Database 

[edit] Music

The Tour de France also inspired Freddie Mercury, the lead singer of Queen, to write the song "Bicycle Race" in 1978.

In 1983, the German music group Kraftwerk released the single Tour de France which was described as a minimalistic "melding of man and machine".[11] The single was later included on an entire Kraftwerk record dedicated to the race, the Tour de France Soundtracks album from 2003.

The German band Sweetbox wrote a song titled Tour De France dedicated for the race which was supposed to be on the European edition of the Adagio album in 2004. It didn't make the album cut, but was later released on the Raw Treasures Volume 1 album in 2005, a special album with some of the demos and songs that were unreleased.

[edit] Drugs

Main article: Doping at the Tour de France
Allegations of doping have plagued the Tour almost since its beginning in 1903. Early Tour riders were said to have consumed alcohol and used ether, among other substances, as a means of dulling the pain of competing in endurance cycling. As time went by, riders began using substances as a means of increasing performance rather than dulling the senses, and organizing bodies such as the Tour and the International Cycling Union (UCI), as well as government bodies, enacted policies to combat the practice.

On July 13, 1967, British cyclist Tom Simpson died climbing Mont Ventoux following use of amphetamines, complicated by the now defunct practice of drinking as little as possible. His now-supposed last words, "put me back on my bike", were invented by Sid Saltmarsh of the British magazine "Cycling" and the daily paper "The Sun".[12]
At the 1998 Tour de France, dubbed the "Tour of Shame", a doping scandal erupted when Willy Voet, one of the soigneurs for the Festina cycling team, was arrested for possession of erythropoietin (EPO), growth hormones, testosterone and amphetamines. French police raided several teams in their hotels and found doping products in the possession of the TVM team. The riders staged a sit-down strike on stage 17. After mediation by Jean-Marie Leblanc, the Director of the Tour, police agreed to limit the most heavy-handed tactics and the riders agreed to continue. Some riders and teams had already abandoned and only 96 riders finished the race. In a 2000 criminal trial, it became clear that the management and health officials of the Festina team had organised the doping.

In the years following the Festina scandal, further anti-doping measures were introduced by race organizers and the UCI, including more frequent testing of riders and new tests for blood doping (transfusions and EPO use). A new, independent organization, the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA), was also created. Evidence of doping has however persisted. In 2002, the wife of Raimondas Rumšas, third in the 2002 Tour de France, was arrested by French police after EPO and anabolic steroids were found in her car. Rumšas, who had not failed a doping test, was not penalised. In 2004, Philippe Gaumont, a rider with the Cofidis team, told investigators and the press that doping with various substances was endemic to the team. Fellow Cofidis rider David Millar confessed to EPO use. In the same year, Jesus Manzano, a rider with the Kelme team, described in detail how he had allegedly been forced by his team to use banned substances.[13
Doping controversy has surrounded seven-time Tour champion Lance Armstrong for some time, although there has never been evidence sufficient for him to be penalised by any sports authority. In late August 2005, one month after Armstrong's seventh consecutive victory, the French sports newspaper l'Équipe claimed to have uncovered evidence that Armstrong had used EPO in the 1999 Tour de France.[14] Armstrong denied using EPO and the UCI did not penalise him. In response to the L'Equipe allegations, an investigation was begun by the UCI in October 2005. The investigation reported that Armstrong did not engage in doping and that the actions of the World Anti-Doping Agency were "completely inconsistent" with testing rules.[15] At the same 1999 Tour, Armstrong's urine showed traces of a glucocorticosteroid hormone, although the amount detected was well below the “positive” threshold. Armstrong explained that he had used the skin cream Cemalyt containing triamcinolone to treat of saddle sores.[16] Armstrong had previously received permission from the UCI to use this skin cream for his saddle sores.[17]
The 2006 Tour had been plagued by the Operación Puerto doping case before its beginning, when many of the riders considered to be favorites, such as Jan Ullrich and Ivan Basso were banned from competing by their respective teams one day prior to the Prologue due to doping allegations. 17 riders were implicated . Then, one of the most serious doping outrages in Tour history emerged when four days after winning the 2006 Tour de France, the American rider Floyd Landis was announced as having given a positive test result for a testosterone imbalance, in his 'A' or initial test sample, after he won stage 17 . This was confirmed in his 'B' sample result published on August 5, 2006. The decision to strip Landis of the victory rests with the International Cycling Union, but Tour de France director Christian Prudhomme said: "It goes without saying that for us Floyd Landis is no longer the winner of the 2006 Tour de France". Landis has stated that he will fight to clear his name.[18]
At a press conference on May 24, 2007, Erik Zabel admitted to using EPO during the first week of the 1996 Tour de France,[19] when he won the overall maillot vert (green jersey). Following a plea from Zabel for former cyclists to admit to using drugs, former Tour de France winner and manager of Team CSC, Bjarne Riis admitted at a press conference in Copenhagen on May 25 2007 that he used EPO regularly from 1993 to 1998, including during his 1996 Tour de France win.[20] His admission means the top three finishers in the 1996 Tour have all been linked to doping, with two admitting to cheating. Riis is the first Tour de France winner to confess the use of doping.

Cycling's governing body said even though time limits for sanctioning Riis have expired, it "urges the former rider to return his yellow jersey, the symbol of his victory."[21]
[edit] Deaths

See also: List of professional cyclists who died during a race 

· 1910: French racer Adolphe Helière drowned at the French Riviera during a rest day. 

· 1935: Spanish racer Francisco Cepeda died after plunging down a ravine on the Col du Galibier.[22] 

· 1967: July 13, Stage 13: English rider Tom Simpson died of heart failure during the ascent of Mont Ventoux. Amphetamines and alcohol were found on Simpson's jersey and in his bloodstream. His death prompted tour officials to begin a program of drug testing.[22] 

· 1995: July 18, stage 15: Italian racer Fabio Casartelli crashed at approximately 88 km/h descending the Col de Portet d'Aspet. Casartelli received a massive head trauma when he collided with a concrete block and died on the scene.[22] He did not have a helmet, although it is unlikely wearing one would have saved him at that speed. 

Apart from the deaths of riders, another four accidents have also occurred.

· 1957: July 14, motorcycle rider Rene Wagter and his passenger Alex Virot, a journalist for Radio-Luxembourg, slipped on gravel and went off a road without barriers in the mountains near Aix-les-Thermes.[22] 

· 1958: An official, Constant Wouters, died after an accident with sprinter Andre Darrigade in the 6th stage of the tour. 

· 2000: A 12-year-old boy from Ginasservis known as Phillippe was hit by a car in the Tour de France publicity caravan.[23] 

· 2002: A seven year old boy, Melvin Pompele, died near Retjons after running in front of the caravan.[23] 

[edit] Statistics

One rider has won the Tour a record seven times:

· Lance Armstrong (USA) in 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, and 2005 (seven consecutive years). 

Four other riders have won the Tour five times:

· Jacques Anquetil (France) in 1957, 1961, 1962, 1963 and 1964; 

· Eddy Merckx (Belgium) in 1969, 1970, 1971, 1972 and 1974; 

· Bernard Hinault (France) in 1978, 1979, 1981, 1982 and 1985; 

· Miguel Indurain (Spain) in 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994 and 1995 (the first to do so in five consecutive years). 

Three other riders have won the Tour three times:

· Philippe Thys (Belgium) in 1913, 1914, and 1920; 

· Louison Bobet (France) in 1953, 1954, and 1955; 

· Greg LeMond (USA) in 1986, 1989, and 1990. 

Gino Bartali holds the record of longest time span between titles, having earned his first and last Tour victories 10 years apart (in 1938 and 1948).

Riders from France have won most Tours (36), followed by Belgium (18), United States (11), Italy (9), Spain (8), Luxembourg (4), Switzerland and the Netherlands (2 each) and Ireland, Denmark and Germany (1 each).

One rider has won the points competition a record six times:

· Erik Zabel (Germany) 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000 and 2001 (six consecutive years) 

One rider has won the "King of the Mountains" a record seven times:

· Richard Virenque (France) in 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1999, 2003 and 2004. 

Two riders have won the "King of the Mountains" six times:

· Federico Bahamontes (Spain) in 1954, 1958, 1959, 1962, 1963, 1964 

· Lucien Van Impe (Belgium) in 1971, 1972, 1975, 1977, 1981, 1983 

[edit] Physical statistics

To finish the Tour de France, a cyclist must be in a very good physical state. That said, even a rider who is chosen to ride but does not finish the race will have had to have been very fit to be selected.

Analysis of the 2005 competitors shows that:

· The tallest rider was Johan Van Summeren at 1.98 metres (6 ft 5.5 in). 

· The shortest was Samuel Dumoulin at 1.58 metres (5 ft 2 in). 

· The heaviest rider was Magnus Bäckstedt at 95 kg (209 lb or 14 stone 13 lb). 

· The lightest was Leonardo Piepoli at 57 kg (126 lb or 9 stone). 

· Chris Horner and Laurent Lefevre shared the lowest resting heart rate, 35 beats per minute. 

· The average rider in 2005 was 1.79 metres (5 ft 10 in) tall, weighed 71 kg (157 lb, 11 stone 3 lb) and had a resting heart rate of 50 beats per minute. 

[edit] See also

Tout sur l'epreuve:

Acceuil

http://www.letour.fr/2007/TDF/COURSE/fr/grand_depart_2007.html

Grand Départ 2007

Éditorial de Ken Livingstone
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Je suis particulièrement heureux d’annoncer que le Tour de France s’élancera de Londres en 2007. La capitale accueillera les quelque 200 meilleurs coureurs cyclistes de la planète, qui batailleront ferme dans les rues de Londres pour s’emparer du légendaire Maillot Jaune.

Cet événement sera une expérience unique : pour la première fois, la plus grande course cycliste du monde visitera notre ville. Pendant les trois jours, le Grand Départ animera notre cité et sera marqué par la cérémonie d’ouverture et le prologue, tracé dans le centre-ville de Londres. La course visitera également Kent et le célèbre Garden of England, au cours de la première étape reliant Londres à Canterbury. Deux villes qui ont des liens multi-séculaires : rappelons que les Romains bâtirent Watling Street, et que, plus tard, Geoffrer Chaucer renforça cette proximité en écrivant les Contes de Canterbury. De nouveau, Londres et Canterbury seront reliées par le plus grand événement sportif annuel, aussi populaire que médiatique.

Trois semaines après s’être élancés de Londres, les coureurs et la caravane du Tour parachèveront leur Grande Boucle à Paris, lieu d’arrivée traditionnel de la course. Paris et Londres, deux des plus grandes villes du monde, entretiennent des liens forts, scellés par une longue histoire commune. En 2007, cette amitié connaîtra un nouveau paroxysme.

Ma vision de Londres est claire : une ville où les cyclistes seront toujours plus nombreux, créant un système de transport plus fluide et durable, profitable à la santé des Londoniens. Je suis certain que le Tour de France incitera la population à s'initier au vélo, que ce soit pour circuler dans Londres ou comme nouveau mode de loisir. Qui sait si, inspiré par cet événement, un Londonien ne pourrait pas devenir le futur vainqueur du Tour de France ?

Ken Livingstone
Maire de Londres

Éditorial de J.-M. Leblanc et C. Prudhomme

Lorsque le Tour de France sort de ses frontières et s’exporte pour quelques jours dans un pays voisin et ami, c’est souvent avec une double mission.

Tout d’abord remercier, d’une certaine façon, ce pays et ses habitants du rôle qu’ils jouent pour le rayonnement du Tour, ainsi que les coureurs qui ont façonné son histoire. Avec Brian Robinson, Tom Simpson, Barry Hoban, Robert Millar, Sean Yates et Chris Boardman, les Anglais nous ont apporté une contribution significative. Les médias qui couvrent l’événement, parmi lesquels nous trouvons aujourd’hui ITV, assument pleinement cette diffusion. Enfin, les cyclotouristes britanniques qui viennent, comme beaucoup d’autres, sillonner les routes illustres des montagnes françaises pour s’imprégner du Tour et de ses routes emblématiques.

Parce que notre « Grande Boucle » est plus qu’un événement sportif mondial majeur, un phénomène de société, nous aimons aussi la voir soutenir les grandes mutations de notre temps : le rapprochement des peuples et des modes de vie, les réalisations technologiques (le Tunnel !) ou bien encore la redécouverte de la pratique de la bicyclette comme outil de loisirs dans nos campagnes, ou comme mode de transport dans nos centres-villes.

C’est dans cette optique, qui associe l’histoire et l’émotion d'une part, le pragmatisme et la modernité d’autre part, que les autorités londoniennes, sous l’autorité de leur maire Ken Livingstone, ont manifesté le désir d’amener le Tour de France au cœur de la capitale britannique, au début du mois de juillet 2007. La plus grande compétition cycliste du monde investissant quelques-uns des sites les plus prestigieux du monde : c’est plus qu’un symbole, c’est la rencontre de deux volontés partagées d’ouverture : le Tour, confirmant sa vocation internationale et Londres, renforçant son image sportive et dynamique.

Ainsi, durant quatre ou cinq jours, les Londoniens et plus largement les Britanniques pourront avoir la fierté de côtoyer les champions, d’assister à la présentation des équipes, d’applaudir un à un les coureurs lors du prologue et de participer au Départ Officiel selon les modalités déjà fixées entre Amaury Sport Organisation, côté organisateurs français, et Transport for London, côté organisateurs britanniques, modalités contenues sur ce site.

Plusieurs mois nous séparent encore de ce chaleureux rendez-vous, mais l’excitation nous gagne déjà. Nos hôtes londoniens nous ont déjà donné des preuves de leur enthousiasme et de leur efficacité. Eux comme nous sont persuadés qu’un Tour de France disputé entre Londres et Paris, entre Trafalgar Square et les Champs-Élysées, ne peut-être qu’un grand Tour de France.

Préparons-nous tous !

Jean-Marie Leblanc
Directeur Général Délégué

Christian Prudhomme
Directeur du Cyclisme

La cérémonie d'ouverture
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La permanence et le centre de presse

La Permanence du Grand Départ, incluant le Centre de Presse, sera installée à ExCel, le plus grand centre d’expositions et de conférences de Londres.

ExCel est situé près de l’aéroport London City Airport et il est desservi par deux stations ferroviaires, Custom House et Prince Regent.

La cérémonie d’ouverture

Vendredi 6 juillet 2007, les équipes seront présentées à Trafalgar Square, le cœur de Londres.

Au sud de cette place se trouve une plaque qui matérialise le point à partir duquel sont prises toutes les distances de Londres.

Sur la place même est plantée la colonne de Nelson, au sommet de laquelle est dressée la statue de Lord Nelson, entourée de fontaines et de quatre lions en bronze.

La National Gallery se trouve sur le côté Nord de la place. La place fut transformée en zone piétonne en face de la National Gallery en 2003 et accueille désormais des milliers de Londoniens et de touristes chaque jour.

C’est ici que se déroulent la plupart des fêtes et célébrations, telles que le nouvel an, les victoires en coupe du monde de Rugby en 2003 et lors du tournoi de cricket « Ashes » en 2005.

Le prologue

Le 7 juillet 2007, la ligne du départ sera tracée sur Whitehall, face à Trafalgar Square : ce prologue de huit kilomètres amènera les coureurs à passer devant Downing Street et à traverser la Place du Parlement (Parliament Square).

Après le premier virage, à hauteur des Maisons du Parlement, le parcours s’étirera sur Victoria Street avant de rendre hommage à l’abbaye de Westminster et au Palais de Buckingham.

De là, nos champions passeront par Wellington Arch, avant de dessiner une boucle à travers le plus célèbre des parcs londoniens, Hyde Park.

Pour finir, les coureurs contourneront Hyde Park Corner et Constitution Hill, pour terminer en apothéose sur The Mall, à quelques pas du majestueux Palais de Buckingham…

La première étape

Le parcours de la première étape, entraînera le peloton, en ce 8 juillet 2007, sur le chemin des villes les plus typiques et les plus représentatives de l’histoire britannique. Le départ sera donné sur The Mall, passera par Admiralty Arch et longera la Tamise, serpentant sous les Maisons du Parlement et Big Ben. Les coureurs franchiront le fleuve, défiant la grande roue London Eye, avant de faire une boucle qui les amènera aux pieds de la Cathédrale Saint-Paul et de la Tour de Londres. Le peloton empruntera alors Tower Bridge, le pont emblématique de la ville, puis se dirigera vers Bermondsey, Deptford et Greenwich, où il franchira le méridien de Greenwich, point de référence pour le calcul des fuseaux horaires. L’étape continuera par Woolwich, Abbey Wood et Erith, avant de quitter Londres pour Dartford, dans le Kent.

Le tracé de l’étape traversera la ville de Gravesend et se dirigera vers la région de Medway, dominée par la cathédrale et le château de Rochester, puis passera par Maidstone, Tonbridge et la commune de Royal Tunbridge Wells. Le parcours emmènera ensuite le peloton dans le magnifique Comté du Kent à travers la si pittoresque ville de Tenterden et Ashford avant de s’engouffrer dans les rues de Canterbury pour un final haletant.

Accès à Londres

Londres est bien desservie par un excellent réseau de transports qui la relie au reste de l’Europe et aux quatre autres continents.

Londres possède cinq aéroports – Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted, Luton Airport et London city Airport. Les voyageurs long-courrier auront plutôt tendance à passer par Heathrow ou Gatwick. Beaucoup de compagnies low-cost sont basées à Stansted ou Luton, tandis que London City, situé à quatre kilomètres du centre des congrès ExCeL (lieu de la permanence du Grand Départ), offre des vols réguliers de Paris.

D’autre part, Londres possède de nombreuses gares ferroviaires. L’Eurostar dessert la station de Waterloo, tandis que Victoria Station et King’s Cross se présentent comme deux gares majeures. Victoria Coach Station (située à proximité de Victoria train station) est la gare principale en provenance de l’Europe.

Londres est également très bien desservie par le réseau routier, grâce à ses autoroutes et ses grands axes notamment. Du continent, l’accès peut se faire par ferry ou par le tunnel sous la Manche.

La Grande-Bretagne et le Tour de France

C’est en 1974, après avoir pris son départ de Brest, que le Tour de France, pour la toute première fois, fit étape en Grande-Bretagne. Succès de curiosité et d’estime, sans plus.

Mais lorsque le Tour, vingt ans plus tard, franchit la Manche (par le Tunnel !) pour visiter une deuxième fois l’Angleterre, ce fut un énorme succès populaire sur les routes de Douvres à Brighton, puis à Portsmouth.

Sur le plan historique, Bill Burl et Charles Holland furent les premiers coureurs britanniques à courir la Grande Boucle en 1937, mais il fallut attendre 1955 et la première participation d’une équipe britannique pour qu’un Anglais atteigne Paris. Parmi les dix membres de cette équipe de 1955, deux seulement – Tony Hoar et Brian Robinson – parvinrent à terminer l’épreuve, alors que leurs co-équipiers furent contraints de renoncer.

Brian Robinson, qui fut de l’équipe de 1955, courut finalement le Tour à six autres reprises, remportant deux étapes en 1956 et en 1957. Tom Simpson suivit ses traces et disputa sept éditions. Barry Hoban courut douze Tours de France entre 1964 et 1978, remportant huit étapes. Michaël Wright participa à huit éditions durant cette période et fut également vainqueur de trois étapes.

Vers la fin des années 70 et le début des années 80, Paul Scherwen et Graham Jones disputèrent respectivement sept et cinq Tours, tandis que Robert Millar se présenta onze fois au départ entre 1983 et 1993, enlevant trois étapes ainsi que le classement du Meilleur Grimpeur en 1984. Max Sciandri participa quant à lui à sept Grandes Boucles dans les années 90 et remporta une étape.

En 1994, Chris Boardman battit un record en remportant le prologue de Lille à une époustouflante moyenne de 55,152 Km/h. Sean Yates pour sa part porta la « tunique jaune » la même année.

Au total, les Britanniques ont remporté 23 étapes et le premier d’entre eux à porter le Maillot Jaune fut Tom Simpson en 1962, année où il prit la sixième place au classement général final et David Millar en fut le dernier en 2000. Il remporta cette année là, lors du contre-la-montre du Grand Départ du Futuroscope, la première de ses trois victoires d'étape sur le Tour.

http://www.letour.fr/2007/TDF/COURSE/fr/edito.html
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Welcome !

Nous le ressentons tous : le Tour de France va vivre, début juillet, une page nouvelle de son histoire. Un Grand Départ hors du commun, « extra-ordinaire », au sens premier du terme.

Le désir du maire de Londres, Ken Livingstone, d’accueillir la plus grande course cycliste du monde avec les honneurs dus à son rang, sa volonté de développer la pratique du vélo dans sa ville, ainsi que le prestige et la puissance de la capitale britannique confèrent à la Grande Boucle 2007 une dimension exceptionnelle.

Londres nous propose en effet son cœur, ses plus beaux monuments, ses lieux emblématiques, pour théâtre d’une entame qui suscite déjà un immense engouement. Tous ceux qui ont participé à l’un ou l’autre de nos repérages ou de nos voyages d’études sont repartis conquis. Leur enthousiasme a ancré en nous cette conviction : il ne faudra manquer ce rendez-vous-là sous aucun prétexte ! De Trafalgar Square à Tower Bridge, de la présentation des équipes à la cérémonie officielle de départ, au pied de Big Ben, devant Buckingham ou à travers Hyde Park, le Tour de France 2007 va créer l’événement.

Depuis l’organisation de la cyclosportive Paris-Londres, qui célébrait le centenaire de l’Entente cordiale en 2004, les équipes – anglaise et française – ont appris à se connaître, à travailler ensemble et à s’apprécier. Une étroite collaboration s’est ainsi établie dans tous les domaines et à tous les niveaux grâce à la compétence et à l’humilité des responsables de TFL – Transport For London – porteurs du projet. Les services de police et de gendarmerie des deux pays ont multiplié les rencontres. Des policiers britanniques sont venus s’imprégner des spécificités de la compétition cycliste lors de la Grande Boucle 2006, à Paris-Tours ou encore au printemps pendant Paris-Nice. Enfin un « Traffic management order » délivré par le secrétariat d’état aux transports a accordé au Tour, de manière exceptionnelle, l’usage privatif de la chaussée – tout comme dans l’Hexagone. Pour que le Tour soit comme chez lui de l’autre côté de la Manche, à Londres et à Canterbury ou dans la verte campagne du Kent.

Littéralement « at home ».

Christian PRUDHOMME

Preview course 2007

Le Tour 2007

La Carte
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Les aspects sportifs

Le parcours

Du samedi 7 au dimanche 29 juillet 2007, le 94e Tour de France comprendra un prologue et 20 étapes pour une distance d’environ 3 570 kilomètres.

Ces 20 étapes se décomposent comme suit :

· 11 étapes de plaine 

· 6 étapes de haute montagne 

· 1 étape accidentée 

· 2 étapes contre-la-montre individuel 

Les particularités de l'épreuve

· 3 arrivée en altitude 

· 2 journées de repos 

· 117 kilomètres contre la montre individuel (prologue inclus) 

· 21 cols de 2e, 1re et hors catégorie seront escaladés 

12 villes étapes inédites

Londres, Canterbury, Waregem, Villers-Cotterêts, Joigny, Chablis, Semur-en-Auxois, Tignes, Tallard, Mazamet, Cognac, Marcoussis

Sur la route du Tour

Avec le guide touristique, découvrez le patrimoine culturel et historique des villes et villages traversés par le Tour.

LES ETAPES

Étape
Type
Date
Départ et arrivée
Distance

P.
Contre-la-montre individuel
Samedi 7 juillet
Londres  ► Londres
7,9 km

1
Plaine
Dimanche 8 juillet
Londres ► Canterbury
203 km

2
Plaine
Lundi 9 juillet
Dunkerque ► Gand
168,5 km

3
Plaine
Mardi 10 juillet
Waregem ► Compiègne
236,5 km

4
Plaine
Mercredi 11 juillet
Villers-Cotterêts ► Joigny
193 km

5
Moyenne montagne
Jeudi 12 juillet
Chablis ► Autun
182,5 km

6
Plaine
Vendredi 13 juillet
Semur-en-Auxois ► Bourg-en-Bresse
199,5 km

7
Haute montagne
Samedi 14 juillet
Bourg-en-Bresse ► Le Grand-Bornand
197,5 km

8
Haute montagne
Dimanche 15 juillet
Le Grand-Bornand ► Tignes
165 km

 
Repos
Lundi 16 juillet
Tignes
 

9
Haute montagne
Mardi 17 juillet
Val d'Isère ►Briançon
159,5 km

10
Plaine
Mercredi 18 juillet
Tallard► Marseille
229,5 km

11
Plaine
Jeudi 19 juillet
Marseille ►Montpellier
182,5 km

12
Moyenne montagne
Vendredi 20 juillet
Montpellier ► Castres
178,5 km

13
Contre-la-montre individuel
Samedi 21 juillet
Albi ► Albi
54 km

14
Haute montagne
Dimanche 22 juillet
Mazamet ► Plateau de Beille
197 km

15
Haute montagne
Lundi 23 juillet
Foix -Loudenvielle►Le Louron
196 km

 
Repos
Mardi 24 juillet
Pau
 

16
Haute montagne
Mercredi 25 juillet
Orthez ► Gourette-Col d'Aubisque
218,5 km

17
Plaine
Jeudi 26 juillet
Pau ► Castelsarrasin
188,5 km

18
Plaine
Vendredi 27 juillet
Cahors ► Angoulême
211 km

19
Contre-la-montre individuel
Samedi 28 juillet
Cognac ► Angoulême
55,5 km

20
Plaine
Dimanche 29 juillet
Marcoussis ► Paris Champs-Élysées
146 km

http://www.letour.fr/2007/TDF/COURSE/fr/equipes_et_coureurs.html

Équipe
Code équipe
Nat.
Leader
Directeur sportif
www

AG2R Prévoyance
A2R
FRA
Christophe MOREAU
Vincent LAVENU
www.ag2r-cyclisme.com

Agritubel
AGR
FRA
Juan Miguel MERCADO
Denis LEPROUX
www.agritubel-cycling.com

Astana
AST
SUI
Alexandre VINOKOUROV
Walter GODEFROOT
www.team-astana.eu

Barloworld
BAR
GBR
Robert HUNTER
Claudio CORTI
www.teambarloworld.com

Bouygues Telecom
BTL
FRA
Thomas VOECKLER
Jean-René BERNAUDEAU
www.equipebouyguestelecom.fr

Caisse d'Épargne
GCE
ESP
Alejandro VELVERDE
José Miguel ECHAVARRI
www.cyclisme-caisse-epargne.fr

Cofidis, le Crédit par Téléphone
COF
FRA
Sylvain CHAVANEL
Éric BOYER
www.equipe-cofidis.com

Crédit Agricole
C.A
FRA
Thor HUSHOVD
Roger LEGEAY
www.au-veloclubdeparis.fr

Team CSC
CSC
DEN
Carlos SASTRE
Bjarne RIIS
www.team-csc.com

Discovery Channel
DSC
USA
Alberto CONTADOR
Johan BRUYNEEL
team.discovery.com

Pro Cycling Team






Euskaltel - Euskadi
EUS
ESP
Haimar ZUBELDIA
Miguel MADARIAGA
www.fundacioneuskadi.com

Française des Jeux
FDJ
FRA
Sandy CASAR
Marc MADIOT
cyclisme.fdjeux.com

Gerolsteiner
GST
GER
Markus FOTHEN
Hans-Michael HOLCZER
www.gerolsteiner.de

Lampre - Fondital
LAM
ITA
Tadej VALJAVEC
Giuseppe SARONNI
www.lampre-fondital.com

Liquigas
LIQ
ITA
Filippo POZZATO
Roberto AMADIO
www.teamliquigas.com

Milram
MRM
ITA
Mirko CELESTINO
Gianluigi STANGA
www.team-milram.com

Predictor - Lotto
PRL
BEL
Cadel EVANS
Marc SERGEANT
www.davitamon-lotto.com

Quick Step - Innergetic
QSI
BEL
Tom BOONEN
Patrick LEFÉVÈRE
www.qsi-cycling.com

Rabobank
RAB
NED
Denis MENCHOV
Theo DE ROOY
www.rabobank.nl/wielrennen

Saunier Duval - Prodir
SDV
ESP
David MILLAR
Mauro GIANETTI
www.saunierduval-prodir.com

T-Mobile Team
TMO
GER
Patrik SINKEWITZ
Bob STAPLETON
www.t-mobile-team.com
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