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Rugby 2007: How much can you understand from an authentic French website?

Internet page: http://www.linternaute.com/femmes/forme/0709-rugbymen/infos.shtml 

Petit précis à usage des non initiés

Pour la première fois, la France a l'honneur d'organiser le 3e événement sportif planétaire. Pendant 44 jours, du 7 septembre au 20 octobre, dans 12 stades (dont 10 français), 600 joueurs, de 20 nations différentes vont s'affronter. Alors pour vous aider à repérer nos plus beaux rugbymen sur le gazon, petit rappel des positions : 

» La 1ère ligne : composée de deux piliers trapus et du talonneur (parmi les joueurs les plus robustes), elle joue un rôle déterminant dans la mêlée.

» Les 2es lignes : souvent les plus grands, les joueurs de 2e ligne sont les meilleurs preneurs de balle en touche. Fabien Pelous, Sébastien Chabal en sont les dignes représentants.

» Les demis : formant la charnière entre avants et 3/4, ils orientent le jeu. Parmi eux, Frédéric Michalak, David Skrela et Jean-Baptiste Elissalde.

» Les trois-quarts : ils se divisent entre les ailiers, vifs et agiles, qui marquent les essais (Christophe Dominici, Vincent Clerc et Aurélien Rougerie), et les centres, puissants et rapides (Yannick Jauzion, David Marty).

» La 3e ligne : ils ont pour rôle de défendre efficacement leur équipe et de plaquer l'adversaire en attaque. On trouve Rémy Martin, Julien Bonnaire, Thierry Dusautoir et Yannick Nyanga.

» L'arrière : dernier défenseur en attaque, le seul représentant de notre sélection est le beau Clément Poitrenaud.

Answer the questions

1. Who is organising the rugby world cup?
France

2. How many times has it organised the event before?
first time

3. How many days is the world cup lasting?
44

4. When does the world cup start?
7th September

5. When does the world cup end?
20th October

6. How many stadia will be used?
12

7. How many of those stadia will be French?
10

8. How many players will there be?
600

9. How many mations will be competing against each other?
20

Match the names of the 'positions' and the description:

Position
English translation
Description of the position

10. la 1ère ligne
B front row
(i) 2 stocky props and the hooker (amongst the strongest players), they play a decisive role in the scrum

11. Les 2es lignes
C second row 
iii often the tallest, the players of the second row are the best catchers in the line-out

12. la 3e ligne
A back row
v their role is to defend efficiently and to tackle the opponents who are attacking

13. Les demis
E the scrum half and the fly half
ii forming the link between the forwards and the three quarters, they direct the game

14. Les trois-quarts
F the three quarters
vi they are divided between the wingers who are lively and agile who score the tries, and the centres who are strong and fast

15. L'arrière
D the full-back
iv the last defender 

How much can you understand about the players?  Internaute's favourite players ...

Internet pages: http://www.linternaute.com/femmes/forme/0709-rugbymen/1.shtml

Re-order the columns.  e.g. 16 - C - vii

Name
Key attraction
One other detail
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Frédéric Michalak
C brooding look
vii Grandfather was Polish

17. [image: image2.jpg]


Rémy Martin
O square jaw, blond curls
xii Loves four by fours

18. [image: image3.jpg]


Christophe Dominici
E dishevelled hair, new beard
xv the oldest in the team (but still good looking!)
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Vincent Clerc
A a smile which never leaves him
xiv Strong point: speed, weak point: defence
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Clément Poitrenaud
M hollow cheeks,  prominent jaw
iii born in Castres

21. [image: image6.jpg]


David Skrela
L his 'romantic lead' look
x his father and brother are both sportsmen
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Julien Bonnaire 
K his little dimple on his chin
ix He plays with contact lenses and advertises the optician company called Atol
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Thierry Dusautoir 
H his determined manner
ii a science graduate

24. [image: image9.jpg]


Jean-Baptiste Elissalde
J his humour
v captain of the French team in South Africa tournament

25. [image: image10.jpg]


Yannick Jauzion
D childlike smile
vi considered top be one of the best centres of the world
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Yannick Nyanga
F enormous biceps
iv born in Kinshasa
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Fabien Pelous
N impressive jaw which makes him look like a superhero
xi holds the record for the number of caps [times he has played for his country]
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Aurélien Rougerie
B blond hair
xiii nicknamed 'the horse' for his speed on the ground

29. [image: image14.jpg]


David Marty
I his gruff appearance which hides a tender heart
viii he jointly owns a restaurant
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Sébastien Chabal
G his appearance of raw strength
i 3 nicknames because of his bearded appearance
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