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Summary of analysis of ML figures at 
GCSE and A-level + “severe grading” - Sept 10
Figures are for England and have been taken from JCQ statistics. There is an accompanying Excel spreadsheet with all the figures and graphs.  These documents and many others referred to below relating to “severe grading” are at the ALL London website:

 http://www.all-london.org.uk/severe_grading.htm
ASCL, ALL (Association for Language Learning) and ISMLA (Independent Schools Modern Language Association) have worked closely together on these matters which affect all sectors (state and independent).
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GCSE

· There has been a steady decline in the numbers taking GCSE Modern Languages over the last ten years, with sharp declines for the exams taken in June 2005 onwards, so that now the  numbers have fallen by around half. 
· The pattern is very similar for French and German, just different starting points
 (e.g French: 2002 = 315,071,   2010 = 163,283  (i.e. 52%); 
      German: 2002 = 122,053,   2010 =   67,084  (i.e. 55%)
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The decline has been particularly marked in lower-attaining pupils at GCSE
 (e.g. in 2002 165,412 gained A*-C and 149,659 gained D-U,
   but in 2010 116,911 gained A*-C (i.e. 71% of ’02) and 46,372 gained D-U (i.e. 31% of ’02)) 
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The change in the intake profile for GCSE has led to an increased percentage of entries getting higher grades, but there is an unresolved question as to whether the increase  has been great enough to match the attainment of the students. 
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The numbers taking Spanish and some other languages (with many native speakers) have increased slightly in the same period, but are far outweighed by the decline in French and German (e.g. Spanish: 2002 = 54,050, 2010 = 62,580)
A-level
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There has been a steady decline in the numbers taking AL Modern Languages over the last 20 years, with sharp declines for the exams taken in Jun’02 onwards (- new Curriculum 2000 with AS etc), so that now the numbers have fallen by around half.
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Both AL and AS were steady from around 2004-2007, but there has been a further decline in the last two years; it is a concern that there was a drop for AL in 2010 even though the numbers for AS had remained constant from 2008 to 2009. We can expect a further drop in AL numbers in 2011 on the basis of the 2010 AS numbers.

· The pattern is very similar for French and German, just different starting points (e.g French: 1993 = 29,886, 2010 = 13,850 (i.e. 46%); German: 1993 = 10,857, 2010 = 5,548  (i.e. =  51%)
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Whereas the number of A grade students at both AL and AS has remained reasonably constant, there has been a particularly marked decline in lower-attaining pupils especially at AL 
(e.g. AL French grade A: 1993 = 5,559,  2002 = 4,575,  2010 = 5,415;  512 ; French grade E: 1993 = 4,064, 2002 = 1,202, 2010 = 512
AS French grade A: 2002 = 5,796, 2010 = 5,356; French grade E: 2002 = 2417, 2010 = 1773) 
· The change in the intake profile has led to an increased percentage of entries getting higher grades, but there is an unresolved question as to whether the increase has been great enough to match the attainment of the students.  The small number of E grade students leads to a particular issue at A and AS level where the grade boundaries are determined by a linear interpolation between the A/B boundary and the E/U boundary.
· The numbers taking Spanish have increased in the same period and now exceed the number taking German (e.g. Spanish: 1993 = 4,850, 2002 = 5,572, 2010 = 7,629)

· There is a contrast with other subjects such as History, English, Maths, Further Maths (which now exceeds German) and Science subjects such as Physics.

new A* at A-level
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There would appear to be a serious issue regarding the number of A* awarded in Modern Language subjects especially French.
· Because of the intake profile with more higher-attaining students (like other subjects such as Maths and Physics), French has had a higher percentage of students gaining grade A at A-level (e.g. 38.6% of entries in 2009 – German 40%, Maths 45%, Physics 32% etc  compared with 26.7% for all subjects)

· One would therefore expect to have a higher percentage of A* students in such subjects, and perhaps also that the ratio of A* to A*+A students would be similar across a range of subjects

· But this is not the case for French which has 39.1% of students with A or A*, but only 7.7% with A*  - this gives a very low ratio of 20% of A* to A+A*.  

· The front page of TES on 13th August had the headline “Exam boards massage A* A-level marks, Ofqual admits”  http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6054157

“Severe grading” at GCSE
The outline proposal from ASCL, ALL and ISMLA is that grading in GCSE ML should be brought broadly into line with that in Mathematics (and thus also with other subjects such as Science, History and Geography).  
Timeline:

· Recommendation in Dearing Review (Mar ’07) to investigate and establish facts at GCSE
· Dr Robert Coe (CEM Durham University) (Mar ’07) presents at ASCL Annual Conference “Are some GCSEs harder than others?)

· Guardian article (12 Mar 2007) David Willetts, Conservative education spokesman, said:  "If there is evidence modern languages is tougher than other GCSEs, then that is something that has to be corrected. They should be the same level of challenge as traditional academic GCSEs."
· Alan Johnson asks (Jun ’07) the QCA to conduct a review and is awaiting their advice on whether or not to change grade boundaries.
· QCA report 'Grade standards in GCSE modern foreign languages' published Feb ’08 accepts the reality of “severe grading” – see paragraphs 11-15
para. 12    To test its practical application we asked AQA, Edexcel and OCR to calculate what changes there would be to their 2007 GCSE French results if the grades were based only on the relationship between candidates’ key stage 3 test scores and their results in GCSE mathematics. The analyses indicated that the changes would be marked at the higher grades. About half the candidates presently awarded a grade B would gain a grade A as the threshold mark or performance standard for a grade A would have to move down by about half a grade width. There would be a similar effect at grade C.

· Ofqual hold their first Inter-subject comparability seminar (Oct  ’08) with representatives from a range of organisations.  Presentations from ML, STEM and English subject representatives.  Issue of “severe grading” formally recognised, but different views about “next steps”.
“Severe grading” at A-level

· It has been well-documented that at A-level there are variations in the gradings awarded when compared with the prior attainment of the students. At A-level French and German are amongst other subjects such as Maths, Biology, Physics and Chemistry (unlike GCSE where French and German are significantly below Maths and Science subjects).
· However, there is a subtle effect which comes into play at the end of the first year, when the AS results are published, and most students then drop one of their 4 subjects.

· Many students taking Maths or a Science subject will be taking as their other AS levels other Maths / Science subjects which are all severely graded; therefore there is no systematic bias against any one subject regarding grading.
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However, those students studying AS French are likely to be taking other subjects which are less severely graded and so French is very likely to be the most “severely graded” of the subjects taken.  This leads to a disproportionate dropout from AS to A2.

· The graph on the right plots “severe grading” on the vertical axis against the “average score in OTHER subjects”.  It is interesting that the plotted points for the main subjects group in a diagonal from top-left to bottom-right, and it is very significant that French and German are at the extreme end on the bottom-right i.e there will be the greatest discrepancy between the grading for students in that subject and the average score in the other subjects studied by each of those students.

� EMBED Excel.Sheet.8  ���
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				National A-level relative performance data

																								A-level

																								subject		other subject																								subject		other subject		diff																						subject		other subject		diff

						2004						2004										G.S.		73		87.8		-14.8																				G.S.		73		87.8		-14.8																				Sport St/PE		75.5		72.8		2.7

						A-level						AS-level										Biology		79.5		90.8		-11.3																				Biology		79.5		90.8		-11.3																				DT		78		75.6		2.4

						subject		other subject				subject		other subject								Physics		82.7		92.2		-9.5																				Physics		82.7		92.2		-9.5																				Comm St (Media)		83.5		75.8		7.7

				Art		87.2		79.4														Chemistry		85.8		95		-9.2																				Chemistry		85.8		95		-9.2																				Business St		81.8		78.2		3.6

				Biology		79.5		90.8				19.8		22.9								German		86.4		95.3		-8.9																				Music		79.5		84.9		-5.4																				Sociology		84.7		79.4		5.3

				Business St		81.8		78.2				25.7		19.6								French		89		96.2		-7.2																				History		85.2		90		-4.8																				Art		87.2		79.4		7.8

				Chemistry		85.8		95				23		25.5								Music		79.5		84.9		-5.4																				German		86.4		95.3		-8.9																				Drama		85.1		80.2		4.9

				Class Civ								36.5		29.3								History		85.2		90		-4.8																				French		89		96.2		-7.2																				Geography		85.3		83.7		1.6

				Comm St (Media)		83.5		75.8				32.8		18.6								Mathematics		89.7		93.5		-3.8																				Mathematics		89.7		93.5		-3.8																				Other Soc St (e.g. Psych)		81.8		84		-2.2

				DT		78		75.6														Economics		89.9		92.4		-2.5																				Economics		89.9		92.4		-2.5																				Music		79.5		84.9		-5.4

				Drama		85.1		80.2				30.9		21.1								Other Soc St (e.g. Psych)		81.8		84		-2.2																				Other Soc St (e.g. Psych)		81.8		84		-2.2																				R.S.		87.5		85.6		1.9

				Economics		89.9		92.4														Eng Lit		85.6		86.5		-0.9																				Eng Lit		85.6		86.5		-0.9																				Eng Lit		85.6		86.5		-0.9

				Eng Lit		85.6		86.5				29.7		22.5								Geography		85.3		83.7		1.6																				Geography		85.3		83.7		1.6																				G.S.		73		87.8		-14.8

				French		89		96.2														R.S.		87.5		85.6		1.9																				R.S.		87.5		85.6		1.9																				History		85.2		90		-4.8

				G.S.		73		87.8				25.5		24.2								DT		78		75.6		2.4																				DT		78		75.6		2.4																				Biology		79.5		90.8		-11.3

				Geography		85.3		83.7				27.1		21								Sport St/PE		75.5		72.8		2.7																				Sport St/PE		75.5		72.8		2.7																				Physics		82.7		92.2		-9.5

				German		86.4		95.3														Business St		81.8		78.2		3.6																				Business St		81.8		78.2		3.6																				Economics		89.9		92.4		-2.5

				History		85.2		90				29.3		24.7								Drama		85.1		80.2		4.9																				Drama		85.1		80.2		4.9																				Mathematics		89.7		93.5		-3.8

				IT								20.7		18.6								Sociology		84.7		79.4		5.3																				Sociology		84.7		79.4		5.3																				Chemistry		85.8		95		-9.2

				Mathematics		89.7		93.5				20.6		26.4								Comm St (Media)		83.5		75.8		7.7																				Comm St (Media)		83.5		75.8		7.7																				German		86.4		95.3		-8.9

				Music		79.5		84.9														Art		87.2		79.4		7.8																				Art		87.2		79.4		7.8																				French		89		96.2		-7.2

				Other Soc St (e.g. Psych)		81.8		84				23.2		21.7

				Physics		82.7		92.2				22.4		23.7

				R.S.		87.5		85.6

				Sociology		84.7		79.4				25.9		19.4

				Sport St/PE		75.5		72.8

				French (2003)								22.9		29.9
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To asses the relative performance of subjects in the context of uneven grading at a national level, there is a calculation in thte PANDA of
1) the average pts score of candidates in the subject
2) the average points score of those candidates in the OTHER subjects they are taken.
The difference between the two figures shows how the grading for the subject compares to other subjects.  Because the second figure is calculated ONLY for the candidates doing the first subject, it automaticallly takes account of the ability profile of the candidates doing the subject

This establishes the national context, and if the same calculation is done for the school, it removes the "severe grading"  issue from the consideration of performance

This information is taking from the Ofsted post-16 PANDA - Section 3b
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				National A-level relative performance data

																								A-level

																								subject		other subject																								subject		other subject		diff																						subject		other subject		diff

						2004						2004										French		22.9		29.9		-7																				Biology		19.8		22.9		-3.1																				IT		20.7		18.6		2.1

						A-level						AS-level										Mathematics		20.6		26.4		-5.8																				Mathematics		20.6		26.4		-5.8																				Comm St (Media)		32.8		18.6		14.2

						subject		other subject				subject		other subject								Biology		19.8		22.9		-3.1																				IT		20.7		18.6		2.1																				Sociology		25.9		19.4		6.5

				Art		87.2		79.4														Chemistry		23		25.5		-2.5																				Physics		22.4		23.7		-1.3																				Business St		25.7		19.6		6.1

				Biology		79.5		90.8				19.8		22.9								Physics		22.4		23.7		-1.3																				French		22.9		29.9		-7																				Geography		27.1		21		6.1

				Business St		81.8		78.2				25.7		19.6								G.S.		25.5		24.2		1.3																				Chemistry		23		25.5		-2.5																				Drama		30.9		21.1		9.8

				Chemistry		85.8		95				23		25.5								Other Soc St		23.2		21.7		1.5																				Other Soc St (e.g. Psych)		23.2		21.7		1.5																				Other Soc St (e.g. Psych)		23.2		21.7		1.5

				Class Civ								36.5		29.3								IT		20.7		18.6		2.1																				G.S.		25.5		24.2		1.3																				Eng Lit		29.7		22.5		7.2

				Comm St (Media)		83.5		75.8				32.8		18.6								History		29.3		24.7		4.6																				Business St		25.7		19.6		6.1																				Biology		19.8		22.9		-3.1

				DT		78		75.6														Business St		25.7		19.6		6.1																				Sociology		25.9		19.4		6.5																				Physics		22.4		23.7		-1.3

				Drama		85.1		80.2				30.9		21.1								Geography		27.1		21		6.1																				Geography		27.1		21		6.1																				G.S.		25.5		24.2		1.3

				Economics		89.9		92.4														Sociology		25.9		19.4		6.5																				History		29.3		24.7		4.6																				History		29.3		24.7		4.6

				Eng Lit		85.6		86.5				29.7		22.5								Eng Lit		29.7		22.5		7.2																				Eng Lit		29.7		22.5		7.2																				Chemistry		23		25.5		-2.5

				French								22.9		29.9								Class Civ		36.5		29.3		7.2																				Drama		30.9		21.1		9.8																				Mathematics		20.6		26.4		-5.8

				G.S.		73		87.8				25.5		24.2								Drama		30.9		21.1		9.8																				Comm St (Media)		32.8		18.6		14.2																				Class Civ		36.5		29.3		7.2

				Geography		85.3		83.7				27.1		21								Comm St		32.8		18.6		14.2																				Class Civ		36.5		29.3		7.2																				French		22.9		29.9		-7

				History		85.2		90				29.3		24.7

				IT								20.7		18.6

				Mathematics		89.7		93.5				20.6		26.4

				Music		79.5		84.9

				Other Soc St (e.g. Psych)		81.8		84				23.2		21.7

				Physics		82.7		92.2				22.4		23.7

				R.S.		87.5		85.6

				Sociology		84.7		79.4				25.9		19.4

				Sport St/PE		75.5		72.8
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To asses the relative performance of subjects in the context of uneven grading at a national level, there is a calculation in thte PANDA of
1) the average pts score of candidates in the subject
2) the average points score of those candidates in the OTHER subjects they are taken.
The difference between the two figures shows how the grading for the subject compares to other subjects.  Because the second figure is calculated ONLY for the candidates doing the first subject, it automaticallly takes account of the ability profile of the candidates doing the subject

This establishes the national context, and if the same calculation is done for the school, it removes the "severe grading"  issue from the consideration of performance

This information is taking from the Ofsted post-16 PANDA - Section 3b
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This graph shows how the points obtained in each subject i.e. the grades obtained by the candidate in that subject relate to toher subjects, and also to the difference in grading for subjects

At A-level 
difference of 20 points = 1 grade

At AS-level
difference of 10 points = 1 grade

This graph shows how the points obtained in OTHER subjects i.e. the grades obtained by the candidate in other subjects, and also to the difference in grading for subjects

This is particularly helpful for doing average grade comparisons and ensuring fairness when making comparisons between the performance of different subjects
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