A2 French – La France sous l’occupation

Key background concepts / history necessary for understanding the issues facing France in WW2.

WW1 1914-1918

2 sides & their leaders

France + Republic

Britain + King

Russian Empire + Tsar Nicholas
Vs
Germany + Kaiser Wilhelm

Austro-Hungarian Empire + Emperor Franz Josef

Ottoman Empire

See  p252 for location

Style of warfare: Trench warfare.  Enormous loss of life.  1.6 million French soldiers.

French mutiny 1916/7

Russian Revolution 1917 – Lenin – Peace with Germany – Those Russians were communist – Bolshevik – a coded term for the Russian Communists as opposed to communists  [bolshoi = Russian for ‘big’]

1918 – Germany almost won WW1 but ran out of resources.

11th November – The Armistice

The Germans concluding the peace were a socialist government.  This was the beginning of the notion of ‘betrayal’ in the minds of the Germans.

The Treaty of Versailles – led to the creation of lots of ‘nations’ e.g. Czechoslovakia, Poland

This was the concept of the ‘nation state’ – where in some sense the political boundaries and structures match the notion of a race / a people / der Volk (France was perhaps an exception because the nation state had existed for centuries – like England)

During the 19th century Those seeking change were ‘nationalists’ – seeking creation of empire states out of empires [note contrast with current nature of nationalists as reactionary / right wing! – therefore right wing / left wing not a helpful way of discuss this situation)

The reactionaries [i.e. those not supporting change] were supporting the Empire.  

Communism
The rule of the people – dictatorship of the proletariat

Socialism


Totalitarianism
Everything in the state under really tight control – the state has total power

No possibility of change in rule – the party is the state is the people

Authoritarianism
There are strict rules etc – authority – sense of order

Fascism
Originally from a military sense of power and force (fasces –rods the Roman soldier used to carry – military type rule)

Nationalism


Democracy
Demos – the people – a large number of people can vote – implicit in this – a real possible of change in ruling party

Parliamentary democracy


Republicanism
For the people – not a hereditary monarchy – people elect the person in overall charge

Monarchy / Empire
King / Emperor

Autocracy
One person in charge

Patriotism


Pacifism
Believing that war is not justified – many people in Europe believed in pacifism after WW1 after the appalling losses – even those who were officially the victors (e.g. the French)

Contrast – democracy would not necessarily be seen as a good thing

NB words which now have a ‘pejorative’ sense were descriptive of popular forms of government.

NB Hitler did not seize power – all of his powers were voted to him.


France
Germany
Italy
Spain
Russia
USA

1920s

Weimar Republic – hyper inflation
Rise to power of Mussolini (Fascism)

Communists in charge – Stalin takes over


1929





Wall Street Crash – great depression

Early 30s
1936 – Front Populaire (left wing) led by Leon Blum (included 15 days holiday for workers)
1933 Hitler begins rise to power – National Socialist (Nazi) 

1936 civil war – republican govt – nationalist uprising led by Franco (Guernica) - 

communists took over Barcelona
Peasants forced onto collective farms

Great purges
The New Deal  -Franklin Roosevelt (all public works – democrats)

Recapitulation

‘Warm – pro-things / values that aren’t very specific’ – common to many European countries at this stage ….

There was the equivalent of ‘la patrie’- the fatherland – as in Russia ‘mother  Russia’ 

The family – mothers in Russia and Germany and France encouraged to have babies

Work – le travail – Russia: worker heros (Stakhanovite) – a legendary coal worker – David Beckham described as such recently (according to Mr Blow!)!  ‘Arbeit macht frei’

Youth – outside being healthy – outdoors- fitness – Hitler youth – scouts – la jeunesse – French/German youth cooperations

Order – sense of wanting a strong leader – ‘Mussolini made the trains run on time’ – common saying in Italy!  He was actually the only person who has ever made any serious inroads into the Mafia….

Lots of antis …

Anti-jews (traditional scapegoats – not in ‘the family / pure blood’ – notion of ‘conspiracy’ – the Dreyfus affair – Jewish French officer falsely sent to prison for spying – exposed by the novelist Zola ‘j’accuse’ …

Anti freemasons (secret organisation – actually dates back to 1202!)

Anti-black (e.g. Jesse Owens – black athlete who won 1936 Berlin 4 gold medals  -beat the German master race …)

Anti-communist / bolshevik (although actually what was the difference between national socialism and communism? – perhaps that communism was officially ‘rule of the people’ whereas theoretically others tended to preserve a hierarchy in the country … in fact no fundamental ideological difference!!)

Anti parliamentary democracy … (seen as weak)

Anti-English (Pétain notorious for being an anglophobe)

Anti-Leon Blum – represented many of the antis … socialist, Jewish

Probably in France just before the war, pacifism was  a stronger force than fascism .. strong feeling.
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