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  ASSOCIATION FOR LANGUAGE LEARNING

     LONDON REGION BRANCH

Committee Meeting

     

Tuesday 14.09.2004, 17.30 -19.00, CILT

Present: Charles Claxton, Claire Jones, Sharon Mangion, Jolande Botha, Helen Myers, Joanne Campling, Clare Rickard, Christina Sanchez, Nick Mair, Peter Moore, Jane Collis, Peter Boaks, Teresa Tinsley and later: Neil Jones, Kathleen Merino

1.  Apologies: Martin Childs, Giovanna Muszynska, Kausar Ali, Sarah Bird, Pat Semple, Nick Byrne, Marion Grimm

2.  Minutes of meeting:  08.05.04 approved

3.  Matters arising: Peter Boaks indeed retires this week.  A presentation of thanks was made by Claire Jones on behalf of the committee.  Peter Boaks hoped that the committee would continue to go on from strength to strength, and handed over his invaluable role to Teresa Tinsley.  Teresa was welcomed by the committee and attended the meeting.  The committee is grateful that CILT continue to provide accommodation for our meetings, and for the excellent refreshments!

4.  Chairperson’s Report:  Teresa Tinsley was formally introduced to the committee and members were introduced.  The committee was thanked for continuing hard work.  Any Russian speaking contacts welcomed to the committee, as Andrew Jameson of the Russian National Committee has recently expressed disappointment that there is no representation from LRB. Charles also asked if anyone from the committee could attend a forthcoming meeting about the Languages Ladder scheme – Sharon volunteered to attend.  Also branch representatives needed for the forthcoming branch forum (this was postponed.  Another date to be confirmed).

5.  Secretary’s report: A letter from Kausar Ali was read out expressing concern regarding current numbers for next Saturday’s ACL event. The committee was asked to assist with publicity, and to attend if at all possible on Saturday 18th Sept.  Claire Jones will be in attendance.  The AGM for 20th November is progressing well regarding planning.  The Goethe Institute already booked and refreshments to be ordered as soon as numbers are near confirmation. Kathy Wicksteed of the Specialist Schools Trust is confirmed as one of the speakers. The other speaker will hopefully be either Jenny Carpenter or Jeff Lee from Barking & Dagenham LEA.  This is following feedback from the last AGM that members and potential members of ALL would like more info about current provision for Primary languages. This LEA is one of the Pathfinder LEAs. Also both Jenny and Jeff were heavily involved with the KS3 framework – another hot topic.  Giovanna will once again organise the bookings of attendees (for which Claire is very grateful) and Claire would appreciate publicity of the event by committee members – particularly at the PGCE event.  Claire will plug at ACL.
6.  Treasurer’s Report: Martin Childs was not present but communicated via message that there are still concerns re charges by some speakers for recent events. The well-organised Italian event would have made a profit was it not for the exorbitant amount charged by one or two of the speakers for speaking and for travel. Sharon Mangion explained how this came about (Virgin do not run special charity discount on Saturdays, problem negotiating fee with one of the speakers…)

7.  Finance issues: The finances are currently healthy, but we all need to be mindful that they will not continue to be so if speakers charge too much – guideline: £40 per speaker.  Try to get “local” speakers as much as possible to avoid high travel costs and err on the conservative side with refreshment provision at events.

8. Update from sub-committees (recent events) – Recent ICT events run by Nick Mair at Dulwich College have been very successful and well-attended.  Nick would like new ideas for a focus for a bit of a change (focus currently on whiteboard use). Helen Myers has also endorsed ALL at regular sessions at the Ashcombe School.  Helen has also been very active recently in designing the ALL LRB website!  This was showcased at the meeting and very enthusiastically received. An excellent way of publicising events.  Photos taken of committee later in meeting and after!  Rugby also to publicise this site. 

9. Future events – Jane Collis publicised RLN event which will be help on 30.09.04. Please attend (you need to confirm booking in advance) Programme of events distributed. 

– PGCE event – exact date in October tbc.  Sharon to kindly co-ordinate again.  Current problems contacting Ruth Helibronn (It will take a “panel format” as two years ago. No hot drinks to be ordered.  Wine (predictably!) far more popular amongst the students.

AGM – see above.  All encouraged to attend if at all possible on Sat 20th Nov.  It would be much appreciated.  Spanish event – Christina keen to organise an event for the spring term, with Kathleen’s help.  Sub-committee to communicate on this matter. Committee will help re accommodation, if necessary and co-ordinating date etc. Primary – Neil Jones with Clare Rickard to organise a future event.

10. Matters of concern - None

11. Any other business - None

12. Date and venue of next meeting: 11th, 25th or 18th January 2005 @ CILT

