2003-2007 point to grades AQA Linear

French

Foundation grade boundaries are more or less unchanged over the 5 years of the new style exam, reflecting the fact that French is still the main MFL nationally and there are still weaker pupils (many in Language Colleges) taking the examination at this level.

Higher Level papers

        2007 
2006
2005
2004
2003


HL
HR
HL
HR
HL
HR
HL
HR
HL
HR

C
21
22
18
23
22
23
17
20
15
16

B
24
26
21
26
25
27
19
23
17
20

A
27
30
24
30
29
31
22
26
20
24

A*
33
34
31
33
35
25
28
29
24
28

The sharp upward trend of grade boundaries over the past three years reflects the increasing difficulty for pupils to achieve on higher papers and reflects the severe grading concerns of MFL departments nationally.  This also goes in tandem with the decision to make MFL a non-compulsory subject at KS4 and the consequent dramatic year on year fall in numbers taking MFL at GCSE over the past 3 years.

A pupil achieving 24 marks for Higher Listening in 2003 would have achieved an A* on the paper; the same mark in 2007 is only equivalent to a B.  Any pupils scoring 22 marks on the Higher Reading paper in 2007 achieved a C; the same mark in 2003 is positioned midway between a B and an A.  Pupils taking the 2007 Higher Listening paper had to score 6 more marks for a C, 7 marks more for a B and an A, and 9 more marks for an A* (a 22.5% increase) than in 2003.  Pupils taking the Higher Reading paper in 2007 had to achieve 6 more marks for each grade compared to the 2003 paper (a 13% increase per grade).

Spanish

Grade boundaries for Foundation Reading and Listening have followed similar patterns for the past 4 years, reflecting the fact that Spanish is still studied by pupils across the whole ability range.  However the 2007 listening exam required pupils to score 5 more marks to achieve a C than in the 2003 exam and 3 more in the reading exam.

Higher Level papers

        2007 
2006
2005
2004
2003


HL
HR
HL
HR
HL
HR
HL
HR
HL
HR

C
23
21
22
24
24
24
19
23
20
22

B
26
23
24
26
26
27
21
26
23
26

A
29
25
26
29
29
30
24
29
27
30

A*
35
32
33
36
36
36
32
35
33
36

The Spanish Higher Reading paper has retained its level of challenge and its grade boundaries over the past 5 years.  However the marks required for C and above at Higher Listening have risen since MFL became non-compulsory at KS4, although not as sharply as for French.

German

The situation for German is perhaps the most telling.  As German numbers for GCSE have fallen, the language has become a subject mainly studied by more able pupils.  As the grade spread needs to be maintained, the shift upwards in the number of marks required for grades is noticeable, both at Foundation and Higher level.

Foundation papers

2007 
2006
2005
2004
2003


FL
FR
FL
FR
FL
FR
FL
FR
FL
FR

C
27
25
25
20
24
19
20
17
20
22

The 2007 exam required pupils to achieve 27 marks for a Grade C at Foundation Listening, a 7 mark increase on the 2003 and 2004 exam (a 20% increase).  The number of marks required for a Grade C on the Foundation Reading paper has risen steadily and the number of marks required for a C in the 2007 exam is the highest yet (up by between 3 and 8 marks on previous papers).

2007 
2006
2005
2004
2003


HL
HR
HL
HR
HL
HR
HL
HR
HL
HR

C
25
27
21
27
17
23
17
21
14
20

B
27
29
23
29
19
25
20
23
18
23

A
29
32
25
31
21
27
24
26
22
26

A*
34
40
31
39
27
36
30
34
29
35

Once again, there has been a significant upward trend in the number of marks required for grades over the past 5 years.  A pupil needed to score 25 marks to achieve a C at Higher Level listening in 2007; the same mark in 2003 was midway between and A and A* (a 27.5% increase between 2003 and 2007).  The number of marks required for a C in 2003 would have seen pupils fall below an E in 2007.  Similarly the number of marks required for specific grades at Higher Reading has also seen a year-on-year increase.  Pupils achieving 27 marks in 2007 were awarded a C grade; the same number of marks in 2003 was equivalent to an A grade.

The consequences of this severe grading issue are:

· A downward trend in the number of A*-C %’s for MFL departments with a significant number of pupils taking the GCSE.

· A downward trend in the number of A/A*’s.

· A reluctance to enter borderline/able pupils for Higher papers, particularly Higher Listening.

