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Less than half of students taking European language GCSEs - Laws

5 November 2007

Less than half of English school pupils are taking a modern European language to GCSE level for the first time in recent history, according to new figures uncovered by the Liberal Democrats.   In 2007 the proportion of pupils taking a French, German or Spanish GCSE dropped to 48.3%, compared with 53.0% in 2006, and 83.3% in 2000.   The decline comes after the Government made modern languages optional for pupils over 14 years old in 2004.    

The statistics revealed in response to parliamentary questions also show:    · The declining proportion of children (28.7%) taking GCSE French this year compares with a take-up of 54% as recently as 2000   · Little more than one child in 10 is now taking German GCSE - compared to one in five a decade ago 

· Pupils are giving up on foreign languages completely rather than switching to ‘new’ languages such as Mandarin. The uptake of ‘other modern languages’ is lower now than in any of the past 14 years   Commenting, Liberal Democrat Shadow Children, Schools and Families Secretary, David Laws MP said:    "These figures are truly shocking. In just five years we have gone from the vast majority of young people taking GCSEs in European languages, to less than half.    "We have an unfortunate reputation abroad for not learning other languages, but things are only going to get worse.    "Ministers have presided over the destruction of modern language teaching in just five years, with flawed government policies playing a large part.   "The Government should never have stopped the compulsory teaching of languages to GCSE level until it had boosted language teaching in primary schools.   "In today’s target driven culture, schools and pupils are always under pressure to take the subjects which deliver good grades rather than a good education. This motivation can scare young people away from the benefits of learning a second language.   "If our young people were simply switching to other modern languages, such as Mandarin, we might not need to worry, but there has been a decline in the take-up of these subjects as well.   

"What is needed is a review of the consistency of exam grading, a rapid expansion of language teaching in primary schools, and measures to boost the number of good quality language teachers coming into the profession."   

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/cgi-bin/newhtml_hl?DB=semukparl&STEMMER=en&WORDS=languag&ALL=languages&ANY=&PHRASE=&CATEGORIES=&SIMPLE=&SPEAKER=&COLOUR=red&STYLE=s&ANCHOR=71029w0055.htm_spnew0&URL=/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm071029/text/71029w0055.htm#71029w0055.htm_spnew0

Languages: Curriculum

Mr. Laws: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what proportion of children were taught a modern foreign language in (a) year 2, (b) year 6, (c) year 9 and (d) year 11 in maintained schools in England in the last year for which figures are available; and if he will make a statement. [161075]

Jim Knight: We have not collected any data on language learning in year 2, as there is no requirement for schools to teach modern foreign language in Key Stage 1. Research published by the National Foundation for Educational Research in June 2007 found that 70 per cent. of primary schools are teaching a foreign language in class time in Key Stage 2. We do not have accurate data that breaks this down into individual year groups so cannot provide a figure for year 6 pupils.

Languages are compulsory at Key Stage 3 so all pupils in year 9 should be taught a modern foreign language. We do not know the exact proportion of pupils who were taught a language at Key Stage 4. 46 per cent. of all pupils at the end of Key Stage 4 took a GCSE in a modern foreign language in 2007, but a few of these pupils may not have been taught, and some may have been taught but decided not the take the exam.
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Curriculum

Mr. Laws: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what proportion of children in year 11 in English schools were taught (a) history, (b) geography, (c) a modern language and (d) physics in each year since 1990; and if he will make a statement. [161074]

Jim Knight: The information requested is in the following table:

Percentage of all 15-year-old pupils( 1 ) attempting GCSEs









Geography
History
Physics
French
German
Spanish
Other modern languages

1994
43.9
39.0
6.6
55.5
20.7
5.3
2.8

1995
44.8
38.6
5.7
54.8
21.0
5.4
2.8

1996
45.5
35.8
6.0
53.2
21.3
5.7
2.9
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1997
44.3
35.4
5.9
52.2
21.7
5.9
3.0

1998
41.0
32.9
6.3
53.4
22.1
6.7
3.2

1999
39.6
32.5
6.4
53.6
22.3
6.8
3.2

2000
37.4
32.8
6.5
54.0
22.0
7.3
3.3

2001
36.5
32.4
6.4
53.2
21.7
7.6
3.4

2002
34.3
32.0
6.4
51.4
20.6
8.0
3.4

2003
32.2
31.3
6.4
48.9
19.4
8.2
3.5

2004
30.6
31.9
6.6
45.0
18.1
8.3
3.4

2005
29.3
31.8
7.0
38.2
15.5
8.1
3.3

2006
28.5
31.8
7.4
32.1
13.0
7.9
3.2

2007(2)
27.9
30.9
8.1
28.7
11.5
8.1
2.7

(1) Aged 15 on 31 August.
(2 )Data for 2007 is provisional.









Data is not available prior to 1994. A time series for any modern foreign language is not available, and so separate time series for French, German and Spanish have been given.

The Department does not hold data on the number of pupils to study certain subjects. The closest indicator held by the Department is the number of entries for each subject. It is possible that some students may study a subject but not be entered for a qualification in it.
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