Raising queries about GCSE grading.

CONTACT DETAILS

It would be helpful if you could send a letter or an email (emails good as you can track them better) to OFQUAL .. not QCA since there has been a split in responsibilities.  Here are the details:

http://ofqual.gov.uk/34.aspx

Isabel Nisbet, Acting Chief Executive,

Office of the Qualifications and Examinations Regulator
Spring Place
Coventry Business Park
Herald Avenue
Coventry
CV5 6UB

Fax: 0300 303 3348 
Email: info@ofqual.gov.uk
INDIVIDUAL LETTERS

It is definitely worthwhile sending individual letters.  Last January, when QCA (as it was then) released the report on grading, the comment was made that they had received 20 letters which for them was significant.  (Thanks to those who took the trouble to do this).

CONTENT

In your letter, you could stress that you are making three SEPARATE points, addressing the following three areas: [the risk is that mixing them can then be quoted back against the arguments]

(1) Firstly, on-going concern about severe grading in languages - paragraphs 11-15 of the QCA report says it all really .. 

http://www.qca.org.uk/qca_15788.aspx

by the definition of grades by which we are judged (i.e. the assumption that ON AVERAGE pupils of the same ability will achieve similar grades in subjects ON AVERAGE .. such that grades in different subjects are all awarded the same 'points score' ...) there is clearly a problem.

(2) Disappointment that action has not been taken

(a) because it was accepted that severe grading existed by the definition we and others judging schools (e.g. ofsted) + pupils comparing grades understand

(b) there is clear level of unhappiness within the language community which they call 'attitudinal' about the grades being awarded

(3) That the situation appears to be getting even more severe ...

- aware that each school can only judge the situation from their own point of view, but would welcome more detailed data rather than the brief comment in the QCA report (paras 4-7)  e.g. even allowing for some variation between papers from year to year we are puzzled how the exam boundaries seem to be moving upwards so significantly

COORDINATION

It would be helpful if you could copy me in to any letters which you send.

We had accumulated a representative sample of schools which match the experience of other schools esp in the mid range of grades e.g. that over 70% of pupils getting a grade D in ML would get a grade C or higher in maths.

COMPARISONS WITH OTHER SUBJECTS 

As far as comparisons are concerned, it is worth comparing with maths and English in your school as they are subjects followed by everyone and we have some idea of the severity of grading relative to these subjects.

It may be worth looking into how other optional subjects like geography, history and science are dealing with grading issues.

OFSTED

For anyone facing OFSTED, there's a useful letter on the website here under 'Jan 2008'

http://www.all-london.org.uk/severe_grading.htm
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